English Literature
WJEC

Throughout this AS/A level course, you will develop your interest and enjoyment of
literature, by studying a variety of literary texts, including poetry, The Tempest, The
Handmaid’s Tale, and a Street Car Named Desire.
You will engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and ways of
responding to them. As well as develop and effectively apply your knowledge of
literary analysis and evaluation and explore the contexts of the texts you are reading
and others’ interpretations of them.
The AS course consists of studying Prose fiction pre-1900 (Jane Eyre by Charlotte
Brontë), as well as a Dramatic text (A Street Car Named Desire by Tennessee
Williams). For the second external examination, you will be studying a selection of
poetry to analyse and then compare. The AS course allows you to respond critically
and creatively by analysing meanings and developing your own interpretations.
The A2 course includes further external examinations, as well as a unit of
coursework that requires the candidate to demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding of the course. For A2, you will be studying Poetry pre-1900 (Chaucer)
and unseen poetry and for your final examination, you will also study King Lear by
Shakespeare. The final 20% of your course, is an essay on two prose texts of your
choice, by different authors, one pre and one post 2000.
The focus will be developing critical analysis and your own interpretations, whilst
addressing the assessment objectives:
● AO1 Articulate responses to literary texts
● AO2 Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts
● AO3 Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of contexts
● AO4 Explore connections across literary texts
● AO5 Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations

Prose and Drama (closed book)
This consists of two sections:
Section A: Prose fiction pre1900
Section B: Drama

AS
Unit 2

Poetry Post-1900 (Open book,
clean copy)

A Level weighting

Assessment

Content

Specification
AS
Unit 1

Unit will be assessed in a
2 hour external
examination.

20%

Unit will be assessed in a
2 hour external
examination.

20%

This consists of two
components:
Section A: Critical analysis
Section B: Poetry comparison

A2
Unit 3

The A2 consists of three
sections:
Section A: Poetry pre-1900
Section B: Unseen Poetry

Unit will be assessed in a
2 hour external
examination.

20%

A2
Unit 4

Shakespeare (closed book)

Unit will be assessed in a
2 hour external
examination.

20%

Unit will be assessed in
school and externally
moderated.

20%

This consists of two
components:
Section A: Shakespeare extract
Section B: Shakespeare essay

A2
Unit 5

Prose Study
One 2500-3500 word
assignment based on the
reading of two prose texts from
different periods, one pre-200
and one post-2000, nominated
by you.

