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It is important that
students make
the right choice of
subjects from the
choices available.
We hope that this
booklet will help
you and your son
/ daughter in the
decision-making
process.
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Welcome

Dear Parents of Year 9 Pupils
Your child will shortly be asked to select the option subjects that they wish to
follow through Years 10 and 11. These decisions are important and I would ask
that you take time to discuss these choices with your child in order that they
are well informed.
We will of course be providing guidance and support within school which will help with
their decision making. This booklet provides an overview of each subject on offer along
with details of the assessment arrangements.
I would like to take this opportunity to reassure you and your child that it is not essential
for them to have decided upon a career path at this early stage of their education. If they
remain undecided then it is generally accepted that they should pursue choices that
interest them whilst at the same time keeping their options open. It is worth noting that
the general entry requirements for progression onto Level 3 courses such as A Levels is
5 A*-C Grades including Mathematics and English/Welsh, though for specialism in the
Sciences, they will generally require a Grade B.
Over the forthcoming weeks you will have the opportunity to discuss option choices with
individual subject leaders at our options evening.
If you require any further information then please do not hesitate to contact the school.

With Thanks
Mr Geraint Parry 		
Headteacher
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Year 9 Options Information

Dear Year 9 Student
You will shortly be asked to select the option subjects that you wish to follow
through Years 10 and 11. These decisions are important and I would ask that you
take time to discuss these choices carefully with your parents \ carers so that you
are well informed about what the subjects entail and the workload involved.
This booklet provides an overview of each subject on offer along with details of the
assessment arrangements, that is how they will be examined, when the examinations
take place (if early entry is applicable), and what proportion of the work will be assessed
internally through coursework or controlled assessment.
We will of course be providing you with ongoing guidance and
support within school which will help you with your decision making.
If you need help with your choices then I would suggest you
approach the following staff:
Your Personal Tutor
For general enquiries
Subject Teachers
For subject specific enquiries
Head of Year (Mrs Mair Searson)
For general enquiries
Associate Headteacher (Mr D Burke)
For enquiries about option columns

With Thanks
Mr Geraint Parry 		
Headteacher
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Careers Wales Online

Students and their parents will be able to access
information and make option choices using the Careers
Wales website

www.careerswales.com
Students will access the website during online sessions,
in school, supported by the Careers Wales Advisor
(Alex Palin).
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Curriculum in Years 10 & 11

Curriculum Organisation
The 2 week school timetable consists of 50 one-hour
lessons.
For students in 10 BRFD the allocation of lessons will be as
follows:
Welsh 2nd Language

5 hrs

Welsh Baccalaureate

3 hrs.

English (Language & Literature)

7 hrs.

Mathematics & Numeracy

8 hrs.

Double Science

9 hrs.

PE

3 hrs.

Option 1

5 hrs.

Option 2

5 hrs.

Option 3

5 hrs.

		
For students in 10YH the allocation of lessons will be as
follows:
Welsh 1st Language (Language & Literature)

7 hrs

Welsh Baccalaureate

3 hrs.

English (Language & Literature)

7 hrs.

Mathematics & Numeracy

7 hrs.

Double Award Science

9 hrs.

PE

2 hrs.

Option 1

5 hrs.

Option 2

5 hrs.

Option 3

5 hrs.

Because students in 10YH study an additional subject
as part of the core curriculum - Welsh Literature - these
groups require a different allocation of time to that for the
10BRFD groups.
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Examination Information

In some GCSE subjects, there are ‘tiered’ examination
papers. These might be two tiers (Foundation and
Higher) or three tiers (Foundation, Intermediate and
Higher).
The papers often examine the same work but with different
styles and depth of questioning and therefore grades are
awarded accordingly.
GCSE grades are A*, A, B, C, D, E, F and G. Higher grade
passes are A* to C. Students who do not reach grade G
standard are ‘ungraded’.
Level 1 qualifications

Level 2 qualifications

GCSE grades D-G

GCSE grades A*-C

BTEC Level 1
qualification

BTEC Level 2 Certificate
qualification=GCSE grade A*-C
(BTEC Level 2 Extended
Certificate = 2 GCSEs A*-C)
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Frequently asked questions

Can I choose more than one subject
in each option column?
No, only one subject can be chosen in each column.
Will I get all of the choices that I ask for?
It is likely that you will get all of the choices that you
have asked for, however no guarantee can be given that
all choices will be met. You will be advised of your final
option courses for Year 10 and 11 later on during the
summer term. In the event that your choices need to be
considered, you will be fully involved in discussions.
Please Note: Subjects can only be offered if there is
sufficient demand. Whilst every effort will be made to run
all courses, no guarantee can be given that all students’
choices will be met.
What are the differences between a BTEC and a GCSE?
GCSEs are mainly based on classroom study, although
many (such as PE or Design Technology) have a practical
element as well. You will take one or two exams, as well
as controlled assessments in school.
BTECs are vocational courses – this means that they are
focused on preparing you for a career in the subject you
are following. All BTEC subjects will give you qualifications
that are equivalent to a GCSE. They will have much more
practical work in them than GCSEs. There is still written
work to do, but the assessment is by portfolio of evidence
in addition to exams in some courses. Agriculture, Small
Animal Care and Health & Social Care are vocational
courses delivered by Coleg Cambria (Llysfasi)
Can I do both BTECs and GCSEs for my options?

A lot of the subjects mention ‘controlled assessment’
- what’s that? Don’t we do coursework any more?
There have been a lot of changes to exam courses in
recent years. One of them is the introduction of Controlled
Assessments instead of coursework at GCSE. Your
teachers prepare you for whatever activity is needed, but
you complete the work in ‘controlled conditions’ (i.e. like
exams) in the classroom, rather than taking it home to
work on.
Why is ‘Triple Science’ an option?
Don’t you have to do Science?
Yes, you have to take Science. Most students take
‘Double Award’ Science. This means you take exams in
Biology, Chemistry and Physics in Year 10 and get one
Science GCSE. You continue studying Science in Year
11, take three more exams, and get a second GCSE in
Science.
However, if you’re really keen on studying Science, you
can take extra Science as one of your options. You get
about 50% more Science lessons, and end up in Year
11 with three separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and
Physics.
So if I want to do Science A levels in the 6th Form,
I have to choose Triple Science then?
If you’re pretty sure about doing A levels in Science
subjects, then it is a good plan, yes. However, it’s not
absolutely necessary – many 6th formers who have
achieved very highly in Science A levels did so after taking
Double Award.
If you’re not sure, why not ask your Science teacher?
Will I be able to change my options in Year 10
if I don’t like them?

Yes you can!

No, so you must carefully consider your choices. The
advice given on the next page may help you to make your
choices.
What help will I get with choosing my options?
Hopefully, much of the information will come from this
booklet. But there are a variety of ways you will get
help and guidance – PSE lessons, Assemblies, teacher
guidance in lessons and the Year 9 Options Evening.
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Useful Information

•

Make a note of any problems, and discuss them with your personal tutor.

•

Although you will choose courses that will be useful to you, try also to choose options that you will enjoy.

•

Do not choose a subject because you like the teacher or reject a subject because you dislike the teacher.

•

Do not choose a subject because your friend has made the choice; what may be good and useful for your friend may not be
so for you.

•

Try to choose a varied and balanced course of studies; try to keep as many careers routes open as possible.

•

If you have a careers path in mind, remember to consult with the Careers Advisor at school.

•

Remember to make choices that you can cope with. There will be nothing gained from struggling to cope with a range of
courses that are not suited to you.
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Agriculture

11

COURSE TITLE:
Level 2 Agriculture

Level 2 Extended Certificate in Agriculture
When delivered:

Introduction to the subject

Two sessions per week
of two hours each

This bilingual course provides a sound base to progress into a relevant level 2 or 3
qualification after high school.

Qualification title:
BTEC Level 2 Extended
Certificate in Agriculture

Awarding Body:
Edexcel BTEC

Opportunities in this area
The skills you will learn could lead to an apprenticeship or employment within the
agricultural sector. Job opportunities may include farm work, working with animals,
agricultural engineering, contracting / tractor driving or fencing. There is also a good
chance you will progress to a higher level course.

Course Content
There are 4 units completed over the two years which include:
• Introduction to Farm Animal Production
• Introduction to Land-based Machinery Operation
• Introduction to Animal and Plant Husbandry
• Participate in Providing Estate Maintenance
These are taught mainly through class-based and practical sessions. All practicals
will be undertaken throughout the year on the 1000 acre farm and forestry estate,
where you will gain valuable work related experience alongside the farm staff on
the dairy, beef and sheep enterprises.

Assessment
You will learn using a variety of methods, including theory sessions, individual and
group work and practical work. Assessment will take place continuously throughout
the year, in the form of assignments, practical observations.

Costs
Students are expected to provide their own PPE. This can be purchased from a
college nominated company and consists of boots, overalls and outdoor coat.

12

Animal Care
COURSE TITLE:
Level 2 Animal Care

Pearson BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Animal Care
When delivered:

Introduction to the subject

Two sessions per week
of two hours each

Pearson BTEC Level 2 Extended
Certificate in Animal Care

The BTEC Animal Care course has been developed to provide an engaging
introduction into the animal care sector for learners aged 14 and above. Animal
care is a vital sub-sector within the land- based industry and is important to the
UK economy. This course is designed to give an introductory overview to some of
the key principles, knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to the animal care
sector. The course is assessed by practical observations and written tasks such as
essays, reports and poster presentations.

Awarding Body:

Opportunities in this area include:

Pearson BTEC

The skills you will learn could lead to an apprenticeship or employment within the
animal care sector. Job opportunities may include working at animal nursing kennels
and catteries, rescue centres and grooming pet shops. This course can also lead
to employment in conservation, zoology, animal therapy or veterinary care. Many
students progress to a higher level course.

Qualification title:

Course Content
This course will cover such things as animal breeds and grooming, animal feeding,
animal housing and animal behaviour and handling. The course will provide learners
with a solid foundation for study at a higher level.

Assessment
Assessment will include a range of activities including coursework assignments,
practical assessments, controlled assessments in College and written
examinations.

Costs
Students are expected to provide their own PPE. This can be purchased from a
college nominated company and consists of boots, overalls/lab coat.
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Applied Science
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COURSE TITLE:
WJEC GCSE Applied
Science (Double Award)

How will I be assessed?
What will I study?
The GCSE Applied Science Double
Award course is divided into five
units. Unit 1: Energy, Resources
and the Environment; Unit 2: Space,
Health and Life; Unit 3: Food, Material
and Processes; Unit 4: Task Based
Assessment and Unit 5: Practical
Assessment.

Unit 1 – Energy, Resources
and Environment
• Energy & Life 				
• Modern Living & energy
• Obtaining resources from our
planet

Unit 2 – Space, Health and
Life
• Our planet
• Health, fitness and sport
• Obtaining resources from our planet

Unit 3 – Food, Material and
Processes
•
•
•
•

Materials for a purpose
Food for the future
Scientific Direction
Controlling processes

Unit 4 - Task Based
Assessment
This is a tiered, activity-based
assessment which will be externally
marked by WJEC.
It will take place in the second
half of the autumn term (i.e.
November - December) in Year 11.
The assessment consists of three
activities:

ACTIVITY 1 - Carrying out a practical
investigation in an applied scientific
context
ACTIVITY 2 - Analysis of data in an
applied scientific context
ACTIVITY 3 - Risk assessment

Unit 5 – Task Based
Assessment
This assessment gives learners the
opportunity to demonstrate their ability
to work scientifically. This will include
experimental skills and strategies and
skills in analysis and evaluation.

What skills and qualities will I
develop?
• an awareness of important scientific
issues
• a knowledge of scientific methods
and how they are developed
• the ability to present, analyse and
evaluate data
• the ability to explain and evaluate
scientific ideas clearly
• the skill of how to apply ICT skills in
a wide range of areas

How will I learn?
Structured lessons will give you the
basis to extend your learning further
through practical tasks, problem
solving as individuals and as members
of groups, through presentations,
discussing data and using your ICT
skills in research and presentations.
Students will be introduced to a wide
range of scientific principles set in
meaningful contexts enabling them to
enjoy a positive learning experience.
Practical work is an intrinsic part of
science.

Unit 1 & 2 - Each unit is a 1 hour
30-minute written examination worth
22.5%
Each section will be a mix of short
answer questions, structured
questions, and extended writing
and data response questions with
some set in a practical context. This
assessment is a tiered assessment.
Unit 3 - 1 hour 30-minute written
examination. It will be worth 25% of
the qualification and comprise of a mix
of short answer questions, structured
questions, and extended writing
and data response questions with
some set in a practical context. This
assessment is a tiered assessment.
Unit 4 is a task-based assessment
which will be externally assessed by
WJEC. It will take place in the second
half of the autumn term (November
– December) of Year 11 and will be
worth 20% of the qualification. A
tiered assessment
Unit 5 is a Practical assessment that
will be carried out in school, but will
be externally marked by WJEC. It is
worth 10% and will take place in the
first half of the spring term (January –
February) in Year 11 and is an untiered
assessment.

How many GCSE
qualifications can be
achieved?
Two GCSE qualifications are awarded
based on the total number of UMS
marks that have been obtained at the
end of Year 11.
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Art and Design / Photography
COURSE TITLE:
GCSE Art and Design (WJEC)

What will I study?
You will develop your own ideas and
create artwork in a wide variety of media
with imaginative and creative outcomes
based on your own research and idea
development.
Initially the work will be based on all
areas of Art and Design, some you will
have experienced before, with some
new skills and techniques introduced.
Once you have explored a broad range
of media and techniques you will then
be able to focus on your strengths in
developing your own way of working
in producing original and meaningful
artwork.
GCSE Photography will provide you
with opportunities to explore and create
a variety of outcomes using many
different techniques, from magazine
covers to movie posters.

What skills and qualities
will I develop?
You will develop a wide range of
skills and technical knowledge using
a variety of media in creating 2D, 3D
and digital artwork, including drawing,
painting, mixed media, 3D, ceramics,
computer graphics, digital photography
and animation.
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You will also develop transferable skills
useful and often essential in many
career areas, including:
•

Creative and critical thinking skills.

•

Problem solving skills.

•

Visual communication skills – the
communication of ideas in a visual
form.

•

The ability to develop your own
ideas from a theme or set task
by research, investigation and
experimentation with various
media.

•

An understanding of the History
of Art and the ability to select
relevant information and images in
order to inform your own ideas.

•

The ability to respond to and
evaluate the work of other artists
through critical analysis of artwork.

•

Technical knowledge of a wide
range of media.

If you ask any employer or organisation
what essential skills a person should
have, creativity is usually one of the top
three listed. Creativity encompasses
creative thinking, divergent thinking,
innovation and problem solving.
Creative thinking is not just for artists
and writers. It is essential for the

evolution of ideas, the development
of processes, and the invention of
technologies. The human brain was built
for creativity and novel thought. People
strive to create and solve things on
every level of existence.

How will I learn?
Through a variety of themes, you
will develop your skills in working
with a wide range of media based
on your own research and ideas. You
will make in depth studies of various
artists, craftworkers, designers - both
past and contemporary - and the Art
of other cultures, carrying out your
own research to gain knowledge and
understanding of techniques and the
History of Art, Craft and Design in
order to inform your own work.

How will I be assessed?
The Portfolio (Coursework) is 60%
of the final grade, with the Externally
Set Task (Exam) 40%. Coursework
consists of the candidate’s best pieces
of artwork and sketchbooks produced
in class and at home from the start
of the course until the exam paper is
given out in January Year 11.
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The exam consists of a period of about
10 weeks preparatory work between
January and March in Year 11, which
will include researching the work
of artists and keeping a sketchbook
of ideas, followed by 10 hours (2
days) controlled exam time in the Art
Department during which you will
produce your final piece(s) based on
your preparatory work. There is no
written exam.
For both coursework and exam,
candidates will be assessed on their
ability using the following Assessment
Objectives (AO):
AO1: Critical Understanding
(Research and response
to inform idea development)
Develop ideas through investigations,
demonstrating critical understanding of
sources.
AO2: Creative Making
(Trying out media and techniques)
Refine work by exploring ideas,
selecting and experimenting with
appropriate media, materials,
techniques and processes.
AO3: Reflective Recording
(Showing ideas through drawings,
photographs and written notes)
Record ideas, observations and
insights relevant to intentions as work
progresses

AO4: Personal Response
(Your own original artwork)
Present a personal and meaningful
response that realises intentions and
demonstrates understanding of visual
language.

Where could it lead?
We live in a very fast moving and
dynamic world with new technological
developments in media and
communication constantly offering
change and new opportunities. This
dynamism is fuelled by ideas and
imagination so it is through the study of
Art and Design that most contemporary
practitioners develop their creativity and
the understanding of how to contribute
to this cultural climate.
Further study or training, such as AS
and A Level, could lead to further
education courses and careers in
the Creative Industries including
freelance professions, such as
design, photography and art, e.g.
painting, film and video, interactive
media, sculpture and performance.
Careers in the Creative Industries also
include Graphic Design, Illustration,
Textile Design and Fashion, Three
Dimensional Design, Architecture and

Spatial Design, Advertising, Games
Design, Web Design, Publishing,
Animation, Film and Television, Theatre
Design, employment in galleries and
many more.
Transferable skills gained would also
be very useful in other careers which
require creative thinking, imagination,
the input of ideas and visual
communication.

Additional requirements/
information
Ability in observational drawing is an
important factor in this course, and
practicing your observational drawing
will improve your basic drawing skills.

Photography
You must have access to a digital
camera or mobile phone with a
camera, a USB lead for that camera/
phone and a USB Memory device
that can be used to store images.
Completion of homework is a
necessity to ensure a high grade in this
subject, one homework being set per
week, including tasks such as taking
photographs to be brought in the
following lesson to digitally enhance
them on Photoshop.
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Business
COURSE TITLE:
WJEC Business Studies GCSE

What will I study?
The Business Environment:
This looks at different types of
business, such as Sole Traders,
Partnerships, Limited Companies, and
explores how they are financed, how
they are organised, their objectives,
where they locate and the importance
of an effective supply chain.
People in Business:
This looks at the Recruitment process
(including creating a CV and Mock
interview). Why people are motivated
to work and the importance of having
well trained staff.
Marketing:
This looks at the role of the Marketing
Department in a business, including
the types of Market Research (Desk
and Field) and the elements of
the Marketing Mix (Product, Price,
Promotion and Place) in creating a
successful Business.
Business Finance: This looks
at the various financial forecasts
and accounts that are generated
by Business. In this module you
will be taking on the role of an
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accountant, and it is VITAL that you are
comfortable when dealing with figures
and concepts such as % and Ratios.
You will analyse Cash Flow forecasts,
Break Even charts, Profit and Loss
Accounts and other quantitative
measures.

What skills will I develop?
•

Communication skills especially
through class discussions and
written answers.

•

Analytical skills including the
interpretation of statistics and
accounts.

•

ICT and its application.

•

Research skills.

•

Very important life skills.

How will I learn?
You will learn through reading,
writing, discussions, case studies,
data/accounts analysis, use of
ICT especially EXCEL, interactive
whiteboard materials and video
material on Business’ such as Cadbury
and Walkers Crisps.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Business World.
A two hour paper, worth 62.5% of the
final mark, with a mix of short answer
and structured questions.
Unit 2: Business Perceptions.
A one and a half hour Data Response/
Case Study paper, worth 37.5% of the
final mark.

Where could it lead?
This subject generates specific and
transferable skills, combines well
with all other subjects and is highly
regarded by employers and can
lead to study at Higher Education in
Management, Finance, Economics,
Law or general Business Courses.
Alternatively you may set up your own
Business and be on your way to your
first million £!!

Computer Science
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COURSE TITLE:
WJEC GCSE in Computer Science

Computers are widely used in all aspects of business, industry,
government, education, leisure and the home. In this technological age,
a study of computer science, and particularly how computers are used
in the solution of a variety of problems, is essential to learners.

Aims and objectives
The WJEC GCSE in Computer Science
encourages learners to:
•

•

•
•

•

•

understand and apply the
fundamental principles
and concepts of computer
science, including abstraction,
decomposition, logic, algorithms,
and data representation
analyse problems in computational
terms through practical experience
of solving such problems,
including designing, writing and
debugging programs to do so
think creatively, innovatively,
analytically, logically and critically
understand the components that
make up digital systems, and
how they communicate with one
another and with other systems
understand the impacts of digital
technology to the individual and to
wider society
apply mathematical skills relevant
to computer science.

Specification
Unit 1: Understanding
Computer Science
This unit investigates hardware,
logical operations, communication,
data representation and data types,
operating systems, principles of
programming, software engineering,
program construction, security and data
management and the impacts of digital
technology on wider society.
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
50% of the qualification / 100 marks
Unit 2: Computational
Thinking and Programming
This unit investigates problem solving,
algorithms and programming constructs,
programming languages, data structures
and data types and security and
authentication.
On-screen examination: 2 hours
30% of the qualification / 60 marks
Unit 3: Software Development
This unit requires learners to produce
a programmed solution to a problem.
They must analyse the problem, design
a solution to the problem, develop a

final programmed solution, test the
solution and give suggestions for further
development of the solution. Throughout
the production of the solution learners
are required to produce a refinement log
that evidences the development of the
solution.
Non-exam assessment: 20 hours
20% of qualification / 80 marks

Career Opportunities
Jobs directly related to
Computer Science GCSE include:
•

Business analyst

•

Data analyst

•

Database administrator

•

Games developer

•

Information systems manager

•

IT consultant

•

Multimedia programmer

•

Systems analyst

•

Systems developer

•

Web designer

•

Web developer
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Construction
COURSE TITLE:
Construction – Constructing the
Built Environment

Introduction
The Constructing the Built Environment
Level 1/2 Award is a qualification that
allows for both practical learning and
theoretical assessment in the study of
how buildings are designed, constructed
and maintained.
The Construction Industry Training Board
has endorsed the Qualification:
“CITB are delighted to have been able
to work with WJEC to develop the Level
1/2 Construction qualifications which
are based on industry approved content
and provide the opportunity to inspire
the next generation of young people to
consider Construction”.

What will I study?
The WJEC Level 1/2 Award in
Construction and Built Environment is
designed to support learners to develop
an awareness of key considerations in the
construction trades. It supports learners
in schools who want to learn about
the construction industry from a build
perspective. It provides learners with a
broad introduction to the different trades
involved in the sector and the types
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of career opportunities available. It is
mainly suitable as a foundation for further
study. This further study could provide
learners with the awareness of the work
of different types of job roles in the
sector such as plumbers, carpenters and
bricklayers. Learners complete practical
building assignments in areas such as
joinery, painting and decorating, and tiling.

What skills and qualities will
be developed?

learning, review previous learning to plan
activities, carry out activities and review
outcomes and learning. This approach
mirrors many work-related activities
in construction and also provides for
learning in a range of contexts from urban
to rural environments in mainly smallscale construction projects. As such,
the qualification provides learners with a
broad appreciation of work involved in the
constructing the built environment and
wider opportunities for progression into
further education, employment or training.

• Traditional Craft Skills
• S
 kills required for independent
learning and development.
• A
 range of generic and
transferable skills.
• The ability to solve problems.
• T
 he skills of project-based research,
development and presentation.
• T
 he fundamental ability to work
alongside other professionals in a
professional environment.

How will I learn?
The qualification has been devised
around the concept of a ‘plan, do,
review’ approach to learning, where
learners are introduced to a context for

How I will be assessed?
Much of the course is assessed internally
plus a terminal examination at the end of
Year 11.
Course Structure:
Unit 1 (30Hours): Safety and Security
in Construction: Externally assessed
Unit 2 (60Hours): Practical Construction
skills: Internally assessed
Unit 3 (30Hours): Planning
Construction projects: Internally
assessed

Digital Technology
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COURSE TITLE:
WJEC GCSE (Single Award) Information &
Communication Technology

Introduction
The qualification will allow learners
to develop their understanding of the
range of digital technology systems at
use in our connected and globalised
society. It will also allow learners
to explore the ever-evolving nature
of digital technology systems and
how these systems can be used
productively, creatively and safely.
The qualification is designed for
learners who wish to begin their
journey towards a career that utilises
digital technologies or to progress
onto advanced level programmes of
learning involving digital technologies.

The specification

Unit 2 Digital Practices (40%)
Non-Exam Assessment
Overview of unit:
• Interrogating spreadsheet data
• data-informed digital products.
This will involve creating your own
website with a detailed custom-made
animation.
Unit 3: Communicating in a digital
world (20%) Non-Exam Assessment
Overview of Unit:
• social media and online marketing
communications

Unit 1: The digital world,
(40%) On screen examination

• creating digital assets and planning
digital communications.

Overview of unit:

This will involve creating digital media
for an online marketing campaign.

• digital technology systems
• the value of digital technology
• perspectives on digital technology
This will involve developing
understanding of how digital
technology works and the impact of
data on modern society.

What skills will I develop?
• develop skills in organising and
analysing data to identify trends and
audiences.
• become creators of digital products,
in a variety of formats and for a variety
of purposes, that meet specified,
authentic needs.
• develop knowledge of different
digital technology systems used across
a range of occupational sectors.
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English (compulsory)
COURSE TITLE:
WJEC English Language and English Literature

What will I study?

What skills will I develop?

For English Language you will follow a
series of modules designed to enable
you to prepare for Speaking and
Listening controlled assessments and
the two external examinations.

•

Writing skills for a range of
purposes and audiences

•

Analytical skills for a range of
literary and media texts

•

Discussion and Presentation skills

For English Literature, in Year 10 you
will study a novel and poetry, resulting
in taking an exam at the end of the
year. In Year 11 you will study another
set novel and a play, again resulting in
an examination at the end of the year.

How will I learn?
Through reading, discussion, debate,
writing, listening to the points of view
of others and participating in role play
work.

How will I be assessed?
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Examination: Two 2 hour papers
accounting for 80% of the GCSE,
testing your ability to respond to and
write narrative, descriptive and nonliterary texts.
Controlled Assessments: Spoken
language presentation (10% of GCSE),
involving an individual presentation to a
group of your peers;
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Spoken language discussion (10% of
GCSE), involving being assessed as
you discuss a relevant topic in a small
group.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
Examination: Two 2 hour papers,
testing understanding of a range of
prose, drama and poetry set texts
(75% of GCSE).
Controlled Assessment: Based on
a Shakespeare play (12.5%) and a
poetry comparison (12.5%)

Where could it lead?
To the study of Literature at AS and
A2 level and beyond. English is one
of the first qualifications employers
look at as it involves so many skills
vital to any job or career, but it has
special relevance to professions such
as journalism, teaching, the law and
careers in media and marketing.

Fashion & Textiles

21

COURSE TITLE:
WJEC Design & Technology
Fashion and Textiles

In the subject students carry out a
range of tasks in Year 10, developing
knowledge and understanding as
preparation for their Year 11 coursework.
In Year 11 students will be given a task
to carry out by the WJEC. Students are
encouraged to display their creative flair
within this element, developing their
designs, experimenting and thinking
outside the box.

What will I study?
The course has been devised to broaden
your design and technological capability
by promoting design awareness and
providing opportunities to experiment
and develop their own ideas. The course
will essentially be based on designing
and developing creative ideas involving
some of the following topics: Designers,
Sewing skills, creative techniques and
construction methods.
Assessments from the WJEC will
be undertaken in Year 11, but some
preparation work can be started towards
the end of Year 10. You will be able to
develop your strengths and interests in
a particular aspect of textiles during the
two year course.

What skills and
qualities will be developed?

more formal sheets will be presented in
an A3 portfolio.

•

Development of ideas

•

Planning and research skills

When combined with the practical outcome
this accounts for 50% of the GCSE.

•

Use of ICT in designing and
modelling

•

Practical skills particular to the
subject area

•

Presentation skills

•

Organisation of tools, materials
and resources in a workshop
environment

How will I learn?
The course is structured on a mixture of
practical and theory sessions. The practical
courses can be based on the development
of particular techniques and will involve a
range of different types of project work
in Year 10. The controlled assessment is
mainly carried out in year 11.

Where could it lead?
Besides further study at AS or A2 level,
Fashion and Textiles, is an experience
valued by a whole range of potential
employers and is an excellent preparation
for a variety of further education courses.
As well as the practical expertise gained
there is a great range of skills developed
and enhanced during coursework, these
skills are highly transferable. Career
opportunities for students in Engineering,
Graphic Design, Textiles and Fashion,
Electronics, Construction and Product
Design in general have all started from
GCSE Design Technology.

Career Opportunities….
•

Fashion Designer

•

Interior Designer

Examination: All subject areas have
their own specific two hour examination
papers. There is only one tier of entry. This
examination makes up 50% of the GCSE.

•

Knitwear Designer

•

Personal Stylist

•

Primary/Secondary School Teacher

•

Sewing Machinist

Coursework: Year 11 students will
present their coursework in an A3 folder
and a sketch book. The more creative and
developmental work will be presented
in the form of a sketchbook. Whilst the

•

Retail Assistant

•

Costume Designer

•

Textiles and Fashion Buyer

•

Textile Designer

How will I be assessed?
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First Certificate in Health & Social Care
COURSE TITLE:
Edexcel Level 2 BTEC

What will I study?

There are 2 external exam units:

Edexcel’s BTEC Level 2 First
Certificate and Diploma in Health and
Social Care are designed to introduce
learners to working in the sector or
prepare them for further study, such as
a BTEC National qualification.

Lifespan Development and Healthy Living

The qualification will give you the
knowledge, understanding and
competency needed when considering
entering employment in the health and
social care sector.
The structure of the course allows
you to develop your interests and gain
a broad foundation and introduces
you to areas such as individual rights
and needs in health and social care or
vocational experience in health and
social care.

What skills will I develop?
This course will help you develop your personal skills in areas such as team
working, career planning, communication and problem solving.

How will I learn?
Visits to the classroom will be made from people that work in various situations
within the health and social care sector.

How will I be assessed?
You will collect a portfolio of written evidence for each unit. Opportunities will
also be made for you to take part in activities that will present evidence of
achievement and participation through the medium of Power Point presentations
and photographs. As you progress through the course, your behaviour both within
and outside of the classroom will also count towards your assessment in respect of
maturity, development, interaction and communication.

Where could it lead?
This qualification provides a basic introduction to the health and social care sector
and the content provides a route to the Edexcel Level 3 BTEC National Award in
Health and Social Care.
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COURSE TITLE:
WJEC Food & Nutrition GCSE

What will I study?
Areas of Content - Principles of food
and nutrition:
•

Food Commodities

•

Principles of Nutrition

•

Diet and good health

•

The Science of food

•

Where food comes from

•

Cooking and food preparation

How will I be assessed?
UNIT 1

By studying food preparation
and nutrition learners will be
able to:
•

demonstrate effective and safe
cooking skills by planning, preparing
and cooking a variety of food
commodities whilst using different
cooking techniques and equipment

•

develop knowledge and
understanding of the functional
properties and chemical
characteristics of food as well as a
sound knowledge of the nutritional
content of food and drinks

•

understand the relationship between
diet, nutrition and health, including
the physiological and psychological
effects of poor diet and health
choices.

•

understand the economic,
environmental, ethical and
socio-cultural influences on food
availability, production processes,
diet and health choices

•

demonstrate knowledge and
understating of functional and
nutritional properties, sensory
qualities and microbiological
food safety considerations when
preparing, processing storing,
cooking and serving food

Principles of Food and Nutrition
Written Examination: 1 hour 30
minutes. 40% of qualification.
This will be an untiered paper
externally set and assessed.
UNIT 2
Food and Nutrition in Action
Non-Examination Assessment 1 and
Assessment 2 - 60% of qualification.
Assessment 1: 10 hours
- Food Science Investigation.
Brief issued by the WJEC.
Assessment 2: 15 hours
- Planning and serving dishes.
Brief issued by the WJEC.

•

understand and explore a range
of ingredients and processes
from different culinary traditions
(traditional Welsh, British and
international) to inspire new ideas or
modify existing recipes.

How will I learn?
You will learn through practical tasks,
cookery demonstrations, experimental
work, reading, writing, discussions,
listening and analysing data.

Where could it lead?
This course provides a suitable basis
for further study at 16+ offering
progression onto academic and/or
vocational course:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health Education
Food Journalism
Media and Communications
Food Scientists
Nutritionists
NHS
Public health
Dietitian
Research
Sport and Exercise
Nutritional Therapists
Special Dietary Counselling

Additional information
The specification is designed to give
candidates an opportunity to build upon
the skills, knowledge and understanding
developed within the Food Technology
course at Key Stage 3.

French
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COURSE TITLE:
WJEC French GCSE

What will I study?

You will study within the following contexts:

Essential French grammar and
vocabulary to allow you to speak,
write, read and understand spoken
French in a wide range of situations.

There are three broad themes which will be studied: Identity and culture; Wales and
the World - areas of interest; Current and future study and employment. All of them
will be covered in the four units of speaking, listening, reading and writing. Within
the three broad themes, there are the following sub-themes:

Identity and culture

Wales and the World
– areas of interest

Current and future study
and employment

Youth Culture
•
Self and relationships
•
Technology and social media

Home and Locality
•
Local areas of interest
•
Transport

Current Study
•
School/college life
•
School/college studies

Lifestyle
•
Health and fitness
•
Entertainment and leisure

France and French-speaking countries
•
Local and regional features and
characteristics
•
Holidays and tourism

World of Work
•
Work experience and part-time
jobs
•
Skills and personal qualities

Global Sustainability
•
Environment
•
Social issues

Jobs and Future Plans
•
Applying for work/study
•
Career plans

Customs and Traditions
•
Food and drink
•
Festivals and celebrations

What skills and
qualities will I develop?
•

The ability to communicate
effectively in French

•

Language learning strategies

•

Communication strategies

•

Cultural awareness and
understanding

•

ICT
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How will I learn?
You will learn by:
•

listening and responding to different types of spoken French

•

reading and responding to different types of written language including text
from ICT-based resources

•

expressing yourself in speech and writing using a range of vocabulary and
structures

•

applying the grammar of French and working with others
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How will I be assessed?
The qualification is made up of four
units: Unit 1 is a spoken non-exam
assessment, Unit 2 is a listening
examination, Unit 3 is a reading
examination and Unit 4 is a written
examination. Each unit counts for 25%
of the GCSE French qualification and is
worth 60 marks.
The speaking unit will consist of a
role play, a photo card discussion
and a conversation. The speaking
assessments will take place during a
five week period between April and
May in Year 11.
The listening examination will
require students to understand and
respond to different types of spoken
language, such as monologues,
conversations, discussions, interviews,
announcements and messages.

The reading examination will require students to understand and respond to
different types of written language. These could include adapted extracts from
novels, short stories, reviews, e-mails, letters, newspaper articles, tables, graphs,
adverts and forms. Students will also be required to translate short passages into
Welsh/English.
The writing examination will consist of three pieces of writing. These could include
an email, letter, web page, blog or report with some specified content. In this
writing examination, students will be required to produce a translation of a short
passage from Welsh/English into French.

Where could it lead?
Studying modern languages will give you excellent and varied career opportunities
and life-long skills. Language skills are highly sought after and can be used in
many different jobs. Studying a language clearly makes you a communicator, both
orally and in writing. Language skills have value in a job market which is becoming
increasingly global and will be appreciated by employers, irrespective of your career
choice. Many of the top universities prefer to offer places to students who have
studied at least one foreign language to GCSE.
You will have the opportunity to study French at AS and A2 level and to combine the
study of French with almost any other subject at degree level with the opportunity
to spend up to a year studying in France. Popular combinations are:
French and Accountancy, French and Law, French and Business Studies, French
and Linguistics or French and any other Foreign Language.
Many science and medicine degree courses also offer modules in a foreign
language to students who have at least GCSE level in their chosen language.
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Geography
COURSE TITLE:
WJEC Geography

This exciting new course will help you to
understand how and why the World is
changing. It will focus on solutions- what
you can do to support actions that have
positive outcomes. All examinations will
be held at the end of Year 11.

Unit 1 is made up of 3 topics:
Changing Physical and Landscapes (rivers & coasts);
Urban and Rural Links (population, global cities and globalisation)
Tectonic Landscapes and Hazards (landforms, processes and management issues).
Unit 2: ‘Environmental and Development Issues’ (Year 11)

What will I study?

This unit is made up of 3 topics:

Unit 1: ‘Changing Physical and
Human Landscapes’ (Year 10)

Weather, Climate and Ecosystems (explaining our weather and climate change,
tropical rain-forests and local ecosystems, sustainability and weather hazards);

If you are interested in answers to
questions such as:

“Why did Glasdir Estate
in Ruthin flood?”
“Will BREXIT be good for
the UK?”

Development and Resource Issues (explaining the causes and consequences of
uneven development, wealth inequalities and managing water);
Environmental Challenges (consumerism and its impact on the environment,
tourism, managing and restoring natural habitats).
Unit 3: ‘Fieldwork Enquiry’ (Year 10 and 11)
This will involve 2 days of fieldwork in the North Wales area with one investigation
focusing on physical geography and the other focusing on human geography.

“Are we at risk from
earthquakes and tsunamis?”

How will I learn?

“Can tourism be better
managed?”

You will learn through fieldwork enquiry, problem solving and decision making,
working with ICT, writing reports, giving presentations, working with others,
analysing data, discussion, watching films, using maps, reading and writing.

… then this is the course for you.
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What skills and
qualities will I develop?
•

environmental awareness

•

knowledge of places, processes
and features

•

data presentation, interpretation
and fieldwork skills

•

the ability to explain global and
local environmental issues

•

ICT and its application to real life
situations

•

research skills and the
presentation of ideas

•

critical analysis and evaluation
skills

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Examination (40%) 1½ hours
Unit 2: Examination (40%) 1½ hours
Assessment will be by data response
questions but there are some parts
that require extended prose.
Unit 3: Non- Examination
Assessment (20%) 2½ hours

This ‘open-book’ assessment will be by a written report in response to specific
questions set by WJEC (e.g. to explain the methodology of the enquiry or describe
its conclusions).
Students will include evidence of their understanding of the enquiry process and
their independent ability to process / present data.
A pre-prepared portfolio of work can be used and some work included from this
portfolio as supporting evidence.
These learning experiences are particularly useful in developing critical thought,
academic and organisational skills.

Where could it lead?
Geography is highly regarded by employers as students acquire a variety of skills
that are transferable.
In business, industry, travel and tourism geographical knowledge and understanding
is essential.
Pilots, journalists, lawyers, farmers, town planners, the armed services, bankers,
council workers, teachers, engineers, environmental protection workers, aid and
charity workers ... just some of the jobs linked to the study of Geography.
An opportunity to study at AS or A2 level and related subjects at university.
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History
COURSE TITLE:
WJEC Syllabus A

GCSE History will help you to
understand the complex world in which
we live, through the study of key events
and individuals from the past and
consideration of the ways in which they
have shaped our present.

What will I study?
UNIT 1: IN-DEPTH STUDY (Year 11)
Depression, War and Recovery in Wales
and England, 1930 – 1951
You will be able to study the main
features of life in the Depression, of
war on the Home Front and of post-war
Britain

UNIT 2: IN-DEPTH STUDY (Year 10)
The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910
– 1929
You will study the main problems and
challenges facing American society
during the period, the major economic
problems and the development of
American culture and society.
UNIT 3: THEMATIC STUDY (Year 11)
Changes in Crime and Punishment,
1500 to the present day
You will study the causes and types of
crime, law enforcement, combating
and punishment of crime and changing
attitudes towards crime and punishment
over time.
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• c ommunication skills, especially
through class discussions and written
answers
• s kills in interpreting and understanding
sources
• r esearch, selection and note-taking to
acquire relevant knowledge
• t he ability to listen, comprehend and
focus on the meaning of questions
and organise and deploy information
• a nalytical skills so that arguments are
well supported
• Problem solving skills

UNIT 4: NON-EXAMINED
ASSESSMENT (Year 10)

• supervised and unsupervised studies
following given guidelines

Part A: Trench conditions during the
First World War.

• t he ability to learn detailed factual
information

Part B: Should Conscientious Objectors
be viewed as “nothing but cowards”
during the First World War?

Y EA R

What skills and qualities will I
develop?
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How will I learn?

Where could it lead?

You will learn through reading, writing,
discussions, listening, analysing, writing,
role-play and empathy. The History
Department has a wide range of video
material to support the twentieth
century and uses ICT to develop
students’ knowledge.

GCSE History is the perfect subject
to develop and refine a wide range of
transferable skills for employment or
further study.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Examination (25%) 1 hour
Unit 2: Examination (25%) 1 hour
Unit 3: Examination (30%) 1 ¼ hours
All three examinations will assess
knowledge through structured questions
and source evaluation
Unit 4: Non- Examination Assessment
(20%)
Students will be sitting the Unit 2
examination and completing the Unit
4 non-examined assessment in Year
10.

These include: Law, Politics, Public
Sector, Business, Marketing, Economics,
Teaching, Academia, Insurance and
Archaeology.

“To be
ignorant of
the lives of
the most
celebrated
men and
women of
antiquity is
to continue
in a state of
childhood all
our days”
PLUTARCH
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Mathematics & Mathematics Numeracy
(compulsory)

COURSE TITLE:
WJEC Mathematics (Three-Tier Scheme) & WJEC
Mathematics Numeracy (Three-tier Scheme)

What will I study?

What skills and qualities will I develop?

The course covers topics on number,
algebra, shape, space and measure
and handling data.

The ability to:
•

develop mathematical knowledge and oral, written and practical skills in a
manner which encourages confidence, enjoyment and perseverance;

The course will look at ways to
make and monitor decisions to
solve problems, to communicate
mathematically and to develop skills of
mathematical reasoning.

•

read mathematics, and write and talk about the subject in a variety of ways;

•

develop a feel for number, carry out calculations and understand the
significance of the results obtained;

•

apply mathematics in everyday situations and develop an understanding and
appreciation of relevance of mathematics in our world

•

solve problems, present the solutions clearly, and check and interpret the
results;

•

develop an understanding of mathematical principles;

•

recognise when and how a solution may be represented mathematically,
identify and interpret relevant factors and, where necessary, select an
appropriate mathematical method to solve the problem;

•

use mathematics as a means of communication with emphasis on the use of
clear expression;

•

develop an ability to apply mathematics in other subjects, particularly science
and technology

•

develop the ability to reason logically, to classify, to generalise and to prove;

•

develop the skill to investigate mathematical ideas and to test and prove your
own hypotheses;

•

appreciate the interdependence of different branches of mathematics;

•

acquire a foundation appropriate to your further study of mathematics and of
other disciplines.
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How will I learn?

How will I be assessed?

You will learn by:
•

problem solving,

There will be 2 examinations for the MATHEMATICS GCSE and another 2
examinations for the MATHEMATICS NUMERACY GCSE at the end of the
course (Summer year 11).

•

analysing data,

There are 3 tiers of entry for both examinations.

•

discussion,

•

following worked examples,

•

ICT displays,

Intermediate: Grades B - E

•

working independently and with
others.

Foundation Tier: Grades D – G

•

a key feature will be learning key
facts and applying them

Higher Tier: Grades A* - C

1 calculator paper and 1 non-calculator paper
All papers will contain structured and unstructured questions of varying lengths.

Where could it lead?
Whether you’re interested in a job or further education, GCSE Maths is an essential
qualification – and whatever your plans, a sound knowledge of the subject will
always count in your favour. It will support many AS or A2 subjects and a good
grade is essential to study Mathematics AS or A2 at A Level. Some Universities
require a Grade C in Mathematics for entry for courses not mathematically related.
Occasionally it is a Grade B at GCSE in mathematics.
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Music
COURSE TITLE:
Music GCSE

What will I study?
This exciting course gives you
opportunities to develop performing
skills, be creative and imaginative
in composing your own pieces and
broaden your listening skills, analysis
skills and musical knowledge. These
three aspects of the course are linked
to four areas of study - Musical Forms
and Devices, Film Music, Musical
Ensembles and Popular Music, which
gives you a broad range of styles to
explore and study.
Performance accounts for 35% of
the course which can be a welcome
change to written exams and which
caters for a variety of interests,
experiences and abilities.

What skills and qualities will I
develop?

of music
•

recognising compositional devises
and utilising these concepts.

•

exploring, analysing, and
recognising musical characteristics

•

basic skills - communication,
working with others, improving
own learning.

•

the possibility of using ICT to
enhance listening skills, score
writing and creating composition.

How will I learn?
The aim is to have fun, learning
through mainly practical and positive
experiences; to evaluate your own, and
others’ performances, compositional
ideas; to listen carefully to a variety
of pieces, identifying various
characteristics and analyse scores.

•

self-discipline and confidence

How will I be assessed?

•

develop performing skills as an
individual and as a member of a
group.

•

freedom of expression and
creativity in creating own pieces

You will perform between 4 and 6
minutes on your chosen instrument/
voice, and at least one piece must
be in an ensemble/band this with be
during Year 11 (30%). You will write
a programme note about one of the
pieces (5%). You will present two
contrasting compositions (35%) which
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will be moderated by your music
teachers. The coursework element
of the course is 70%. The listening
assessment (30%) is in the form of
a written exam based on any pieces
within the areas of study in May/June
of Year 11.

Where could it lead?
Hobby/skills for life, further study,
musician, music therapist, conductor,
teacher, sound engineer and many
more. It also helps to gain competitive
University Degree courses.

Additional requirements/
information
The syllabus aims to build on
experiences and skills gained at KS3.
Experience outside the classroom is
not essential although it would help as
well as an instrument to practice on /
compose with at home. An essential
quality for success will be your
enthusiasm and self-discipline and
drive to succeed.
You are expected to be grade 3
standard by February of Year 11 in your
chosen instrument in preparation for
your performance examination.

Physical Education
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COURSE TITLE:
WJEC GCSE Physical Education

What will I study?
SUBJECT CONTENT: The subject
content focuses on five key areas:
1.

Health, training and exercise

2.

Exercise physiology

3.

Movement analysis

4.

Psychology of sport and physical
activity

5.

Socio-cultural issues in sport and
physical activity.

All of the subject content is assessed
in Unit 1 as part of the written
examination and in Unit 2 as part of the
personal fitness programme.
Units 1 and 2 require learners to
demonstrate an understanding of how
both qualitative and quantitative data
are collected. Learners are also required
to analyse and evaluate data. In Unit 2
learners have to present data, including
tables and graphs, as part of the
personal fitness programme.

UNIT 2: The active participant in
physical education

How will I be Assessed?

•
•
•

Written examination: 2 hours
50% of qualification
100 marks
Learners will be assessed through a
range of short and extended questions.
The questions will be based on audiovisual stimuli and other sources.

Non-exam assessment
50% of qualification
100 marks

Learners will be assessed in:
•

different activities in the role
of performer

•

at least one individual and one
team sport and one other from
the approved lists of activities in
Appendix B

•

a personal fitness programme
linked to the chosen major activity.

What skills and
qualities will I develop?
•

Communication Skills

•

Writing up tests and results,
analysing results

•

How to monitor and improve
fitness levels

•

Working with others

UNIT 1: Introduction to
physical education

•

Physical Competence

•

Leadership

•
•
•

How will I Learn?

Written examination: 2 hours
50% of qualification
100 marks

Learners will be assessed through a
range of short and extended questions.
The questions will be based on audiovisual stimuli and other sources.

Through Theoretical and Practical
activities. Reading, writing, listening,
analysing data, use of ICT and improving
performance in a variety of ways.

Unit 1: Introduction to physical education

Unit 2: The active participant in
physical education
Non-exam assessment
50% of qualification
100 marks
Learners will be assessed in
different activities in the role of
performer in at least one individual and
one team sport and one other. One
activity will be a major activity which
will have a personal fitness programme
linked to the activity.

Where could it lead?
To further study at AS or A2 level
- the skills learnt provide access to
various careers, for example, Personal
Trainer, Occupational Therapist,
Physiotherapist, Leisure Worker, Public
Relations, Stunt Performer or PE
Instructor.

Philosophy, Ethics and Religion
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COURSE TITLE:
WJEC Religious Studies

What will I study?

Issues of Human Rights:
What are our human rights?
How did Martin Luther King and Gandhi
campaign for human rights?
What is religious extremism?
How should we use wealth?
What is the role of religious charities
within society?

This course is split up into the study of various
Philosophical, Ethical and Religious issues.
In year 10 you will consider the following
issues:
1. A Study of the Philosophy of Religion in the
Modern World
Issues of Life after Death:
How was the world created?
What are the questions that science and
religion raise about the creation?
Is abortion acceptable?
Should euthanasia be legalised in Britain?
Is there life after death?
Issues of Evil and Suffering:
How should we punish criminals?
Should the death penalty be legalised?
Why is forgiveness important?
Why do people suffer in the world?
2. A study of Christian, Hindu and Humanist
beliefs and teachings.
How do religions respond to moral issues?
What’s their main beliefs?
How are their beliefs similar or different?
What challenges have humanists given to
religion?
In year 11 you will consider the following
issues:

2. A study of Christian, Hindu and Humanist
practices.
What is the role of religion within modern
society?
What does the census show about
religion in Britain?
How do religions celebrate important
events?
Why do religious believers go on
pilgrimages?

What skills and qualities will I
develop in Philosophy, Ethics
and Religion?
•

Investigating ultimate questions such as
“why does evil exist?” and “what is the
purpose of life?”.

•

Studying topics that explain the diversity
of life and religion in the modern world.

•

Improving philosophical thinking skills
and the ability to think outside of the
box.

•

Understanding contemporary ethical and
religious issues such as medical ethics
and religious fundamentalism.

1. A Study of Ethics in the Modern World.
Iissues of Relationships
Is the family still important today?
What is the role of men and women
within religion?
Why is marriage important?
Why do some marriages succeed and
others fail?
Should same sex marriages be allowed in
places of worship?
Y EA R
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•

Developing communication skills and
learn to clearly express your views and
increase your self-confidence.

How will I learn?
You will learn through problem solving,
examining current issues, discussing,
empathising and role play.

How will I be assessed?
Examination: Two external papers – one at
the end of Yr 10, the other at the end of Yr 11.

Where could it lead?
To further study at AS and A2 level.
The Russell Group of top universities has
made is clear that religious studies provide
‘suitable preparation for university’ and
Oxford and Cambridge include it in their top
level list of ‘suitable arts A Levels’.
Philosophy, Ethics and Religion
complements other subjects like:
•

Art: An understanding of religious ideas,
symbols and concepts is crucial to a
good understanding of art.

•

English: A knowledge of religious ideas,
concepts and symbols is crucial to the
study of literature.

•

History: This course help to develop
greater understanding of the religious
issues behind important events in history.

•

Philosophy: Religious questions are
often deeply philosophical and can
serve to improve the critical thinking
skills necessary for philosophy.

•

Psychology: This course promotes
deeper thought and analysis of broader
issues such as “Do humans have an
in-built need for a divine being?”.

•

Science: This course often asks the
‘why’ questions and can provide
an important perspective when
considering the ‘how’ questions often
asked in science.

Product Design
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COURSE TITLE:
WJEC Design & Technology
Product Design

In the subject students carry out a range of tasks in
Year 10, developing knowledge and understanding
as preparation for their Year 11 coursework.
In Year 11 students will be given a task to carry
out by the WJEC. Students are encouraged
to display their creative flair within this element,
developing their designs, experimenting
and thinking outside the box.

What will I study?

How will I learn?

Product Design: The course has been
devised to broaden your design and
technological capability by promoting
design awareness and providing
opportunities to experiment and develop
their own ideas. The course will essentially
be based on designing and developing
creative ideas involving some of the
following topics: Designers, CAD/CAM,
creative techniques and construction
methods in Wood, Metals and Plastics.

The course is structured on a mixture of
practical and theory sessions. The practical
courses can be based on the development
of particular techniques and will involve a
range of different types of project work
in Year 10. The controlled assessment is
mainly carried out in year 11.

Assessments from the WJEC will
be undertaken in Year 11, but some
preparation work can be started towards
the end of Year 10. You will be able to
develop your strengths and interests in
a particular aspects of Wood, Metal or
Plastics during the two year course.

What skills and qualities
will be developed?
•

Development of ideas

•

Planning and research skills

•

Use of ICT in designing and
modelling

•

Practical skills particular to the
subject area

•

Presentation skills

•

Organisation of tools, materials
and resources in a workshop
environment

How will I be assessed?
Examination: All subject areas have
their own specific two hour examination
papers. There is only one tier of entry.
This examination makes up 50% of the
GCSE.

and is an excellent preparation for a
variety of further education courses. As
well as the practical expertise gained
there is a great range of skills developed
and enhanced during coursework, these
skills are highly transferable.
Career opportunities for students in
Engineering, Graphic Design, Textiles and
Fashion, Electronics, Construction and
Product Design in general have all started
from GCSE Design Technology.

Career Opportunities
•

Product Designer

•

Graphic Designer

•

Mechanical Engineering

•

Civil Engineering

•

Architectural Designer

•

Aeronautical Engineer

•

Aircraft Technician

•

Heating Engineer

•

Building Engineer

•

Automotive Engineering

•

Furniture Manufacturing

•

Primary/ Secondary Teacher

Where could it lead?

•

Manufacturing

Besides further study at AS or A2 level,
Product Design is an experience valued
by a whole range of potential employers

•

Welding

•

Carpentry and Joinery

Coursework: Year 11 students will
present their coursework in an A3 folder
and a sketch book. The more creative and
developmental work will be presented
in the form of a sketchbook. Whilst the
more formal sheets will be presented in
an A3 portfolio.
When combined with the practical
outcome this accounts for 50% of the
GCSE.
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Science (compulsory)
COURSE TITLE:
WJEC GCSE in Science
(Double Award)

What will I study?
The science course is divided into
three areas- Biology, Chemistry and
Physics.
Each area is studied as a series of
Units. Biology 1, Chemistry 1 and
Physics 1 is studied during Year 10
with Biology 2, Chemistry 2 and
Physics 2 being studied during Year 11.
Also, in the first half of the spring term
(January – February) in Year 11, there
will be an externally assessed practical
assessment.

Year 10 Science
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Cells and movement across
membranes

The nature of substances
and chemical reactions

Electric circuits

Respiration and the
respiratory system in
humans

Atomic structure and the
Periodic Table

Generating electricity

Digestion and the digestive
system in humans

Water

Making use of energy

Circulatory system in
humans

The ever-changing Earth

Domestic electricity

Plants and photosynthesis

Rate of chemical change

Features of waves

Ecosystems and human
impact on the environment

Year 11 Science
Biology

9 OP T I
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Physics

Classification and
biodiversity

Bonding, structure and
properties

Distance, speed and
acceleration

Cell division and stem cells

Acids, bases and salts

Newton’s laws

DNA and inheritance

Metals and their extraction

Work and energy

Variation and evolution

Chemical reactions and
energy

Stars and planets

Response and regulation

Crude oil, fuels and carbon
compounds

Disease, defence and
treatment

Y EA R

Chemistry

Types of radiation
Half-life
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What skills and
qualities will I develop?

How will I be assessed?

•

an awareness of important
scientific issues

•

a knowledge of scientific methods
and how they are developed

Single 1 hour 15 minute examination paper in each of Biology, Chemistry and
Physics at the end of Year 10. These papers are tiered and will be a mix of short
answer questions, structured questions, and extended writing and data response
questions with some set in a practical context.

•

the ability to present, analyse and
evaluate data

•

the ability to explain and evaluate
scientific ideas clearly

•

the skill of how to apply ICT skills
in a wide range of areas		
		

Year 10 Science

Year 11 Science
An untiered externally assessed practical assessment will take place in the first
half of the spring term (January – February) followed by a Single 1hour 15minute
examination paper in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics at the end of Year 11.
Theory examinations are set at two levels: Foundation Level allows access to
grades from C to G, Higher level papers allow access to grades from A* to D.

How will I learn?

Where will it lead?

Structured lessons will give you the
basis to extend your learning further
through practical tasks, problem
solving as individuals and as members
of groups, through presentations,
discussing data and using your ICT
skills in research and presentations.

GCSE Science is seen as an essential basic qualification. It allows access to A
Level qualifications when studied at higher tier, and is required for many college
and university courses. Many areas of employment require a knowledge of
science at this level ranging from hairdressing to engineering and construction.
Many companies are actively looking for people who can show a good level of
understanding of science and offer jobs ranging from technician level to high level
research posts.

How many GCSE qualifications can be achieved?
Two GCSE qualifications are awarded based on the total number of UMS marks that
have been obtained at the end of Year 11.
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Separate Science (Guided Optional subject)
COURSE TITLE:
WJEC GCSE in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics

What will I study?
The Separate Science
course is shared into
the three areas of
Biology, Physics and
Chemistry. Each area
is studied as a series
of Units. Biology,
Chemistry and Physics
Units 1, 2 and 3.
Unit 1 of each subject
area is studied during
Year 10 and Unit 2 in
Year 11. Unit three for
each subject area is
an externally assessed
Practical Assessment
that will take place
in the first half of the
spring term in Year 11
(January – February).

Year 10 Science : Biology
Cells and movement across
membranes

Chemistry
The nature of substances and
chemical reactions

Respiration and the respiratory system Atomic structure and the Periodic
in humans
Table

Physics
Electric Circuits
Generating Electricity

Digestion and the digestive system in
humans

Water

Circulatory system in humans

The ever-changing Earth

Domestic electricity

Plants and photosynthesis

Rate of chemical change

Features of Waves

Ecosystems and human impact on the
environment

Limestone

The total internal
reflection of waves

Making use of energy

Seismic waves
Kinetic theory
Electromagnetism

Year 11 Science : Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Classification and Biodiversity

Bonding, structure and properties

Distance, speed and
acceleration

Cell division and stem cells

Acids, bases and salts

Newton’s laws

DNA and inheritance

Metals and their extraction

Work and energy

Variation and evolution

Chemical reactions and energy

Further motion concepts

Response and regulation

Crude oil, fuels and organic
chemistry

Stars and planets

Kidneys and homeostasis

Reversible reactions, industrial
processes and important
chemicals

The Universe

Micro-organisms and their applications

Types of radiation

Disease, defence and treatment

Half-life
Nuclear decay and
nuclear energy

Y EA R
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What skills and
qualities will I develop?
•

an awareness of important
scientific issues

•

a knowledge of scientific methods
and how they are developed

•

the ability to present, analyse and
evaluate data

•

the ability to explain and evaluate
scientific ideas clearly

•

the understanding of how to apply
ICT skills in a wide range of areas

How will I learn?
Structured lessons will give you the
basis to extend your learning further
through practical tasks, problem
solving as individuals and as members
of groups, through presentations,
discussing data and using your ICT
skills in research and presentations.

How will I be assessed?
Year 10 Science
Single 1hour 45minute Examination
Paper in each of Biology, Chemistry
and Physics at the end of Year 10.
These papers are tiered and will be
a mix of short answer questions,

structured questions, and extended
writing and data response questions
with some set in a practical context.
Year 11 Science
An untiered externally assessed
Practical Assessment will take place
in the first half of the spring term
(January – February) followed by a
Single 1hour 45minute Examination
Paper in each of Biology, Chemistry
and Physics at the end of Year 11.
Theory Examinations are set at two
levels, Foundation Level allows access
to grades from C to G, Higher level
papers allow access to grades from A*
to D.

Where will it lead?
GCSE Separate Science studied
at higher tier provides a suitable
foundation for the study of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics at either AS or
A Level and is seen as a favourable
qualification for students wanting
to study a science related course in
higher education. It allows access to
many college and university courses
and in some cases is required.
Many areas of employment require

a knowledge of science at this level
especially in engineering, medicine
and health related sciences, veterinary
sciences and chemistry. Many
companies are actively looking for
people who can show a good level of
understanding of science and offer
jobs ranging from technician level to
high level research posts.

How many GCSE
qualifications will be
achieved?
Three GCSE qualifications are
achieved. 1 GCSE in Biology, 1 GCSE
in Chemistry and 1 GCSE in Physics.

Why study Separate Science?
The Separate Science GCSE
qualification enables students to study
a wider range of scientific principles
and enables them to develop a
deeper understanding of many of
the principles that are studied in the
double award course. The Separate
Science Course is suited to students
that have an aptitude and a genuine
interest in Science and who are willing
to embrace the increased challenge of
the course.
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Welsh [Compulsory Subject for forms 10YH]
COURSE TITLE:
Welsh First Language

What will I study?

What skills will I develop?

•

This is a course which will help
you to communicate confidently
and correctly in conversation and
in written work. It will enable you
to read, interpret and appreciate
written Welsh

•

Communication skills.

•

Comprehension,
interpretation and appreciation

The course will further develop
your oral, reading and writing skills
by focusing on current issues,
literary work, and factual/nonliterary texts.

•

•

•

•
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In the oral element, you will
develop information presentation
and discussion skills by addressing
topics of personal interest to
you, topics arising from the
news and other controversial
topics e.g. hunting, boxing, rural
degeneration.

Section A (15%) – Reading
Section B (20%) – Writing

•

Listening skills

•

Analytical skills

Paper 2: Discursive, Instructional
and Persuasive 35% (2 hours)

•

Thinking skills

Section A (15%) – Reading

•

Advanced reading skills

Section B (20%) – Writing

•

Planning, drafting, editing

•

Working with others

How will I learn?
By reading, discussing, listening,
writing, analysing.

Where could it lead?
•

The study of Welsh at AS
and A2 level.

•

A qualification in Welsh and the
ability to communicate successfully
in Welsh is important for everything
you choose to do in the future –
courses and career – especially
if you will be using the Welsh
language on the course or in the
workplace.

•

A good knowledge of Welsh is
vital if you intend to work in the
legal sector, journalism, business,
teaching, public life, translating etc.

How will I be assessed?
Oral (30%):

The reading section will provide
the opportunity to develop
advanced reading skills, produce
creative work based on the
reading and to appreciate the
various styles in written extracts.

Two controlled assessment tasks:

In the written element, you will
have an opportunity to improve
language accuracy and your ability
to write in a variety of forms.

Reading and Writing (70%):
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Paper 1: Descriptive, Narrative, and
Explanatory 35% (2 hours)

1.
2.

Individual presentation based on
research (15%)
Response and Interaction (15%)
- Group task

The pupils will sit two exams in year
11.

Welsh Literature
COURSE TITLE:
Welsh Literature

What will I study?

What skills will I develop?

This course will give you a taste of
Welsh Literature.

The same skills as the Welsh Language course.

You will study a novel, film/play, poetry
and a selection of short stories, and
will address aspects such as story/plot,
character analysis, structure, technique
and style.

How will I learn?
By reading, discussing, listening, writing and analysing.

How will I be assessed?
Coursework:
Two tasks, one based on the short stories and the other on a film/play
25%
Oral examination:
Group discussion based on a film
25%
Written examinations:
Exam based on poetry
25%
Exam based on the novel
25%

Where could a GSCE in Welsh Literature lead?
To studying Welsh at AS and A2 level. GCSE Welsh Literature will also provide an
opportunity to fully appreciate our literary heritage and culture.
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Welsh Second Language (compulsory)
COURSE TITLE:
Welsh Second Language
Full Course

This is the course that will give you a full GCSE qualification in the language.

What will I study?

What skill will be developed?

•

This course will further develop
your knowledge of Welsh and will
give you confidence to use the
language in a variety of situations
and for a variety of purposes.

•

Communication skills		

•

Comprehension and interpretation
skills

•

Listening skills

The course will focus on four
elements; oral work, listening,
reading and writing.

•

Thinking skills

•

Working with others.

•

Analytical skills

In the oral element, you will
practice presenting information,
role play and discussing various
topics.

•

Advanced reading skills

•

Planning, drafting and improving
work skills

•

Learning and memorising skills.

•

•

•

Listening is an integral part of all
activities.

•

The reading element offers a
variety of reading material and will
test your understanding both orally
and in writing.

•

In the written element, there will
be an opportunity to improve
language accuracy and to use a
range of different writing forms.

•

All four element will be developed
thematically. Themes such as the
following will be studied: Holidays,
Sport, Welsh Stars, Charity
Work, Welsh Culture, Wales, the
Environment and the Media.

Y EA R
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How will I learn?
By listening to the language, learning
vocabulary and patterns in order to
understand the language, practising
the patterns, using the vocabulary and
patterns in oral, reading and writing
work.

How will I be assessed?
ORAL AND LISTENING: Two oracy
examinations (25% each) 50%
READING: Exam 25%
WRITING: Exam 25%

Where could a GCSE in Welsh
(Full Course) lead?
In the bilingual society that exists
in Wales today, a large number of
vocations request a knowledge of
Welsh. The Full Course will provide
you with this qualification. Following
the Full Course will allow you to enjoy
the social and vocational benefits of
being bi-lingual.
After completing the Full Course, you
could study Welsh Second Language
at AS and A2 level in order to become
fluent in Welsh.

Welsh Baccalaureate – Skills Challenge
Certificate (compulsory)
COURSE TITLE:
Welsh Baccalaureate

What is the Intermediate
Welsh Baccalaureate
Qualification?
Central to the new Welsh
Baccalaureate Qualification is a
renewed focus on literacy and
numeracy and greater rigour, and
making the qualifications that young
people work towards more appropriate
to the modern age, providing the
student with the right skills and
knowledge to confidently move on to
further study or take their first step on
the career ladder.
The new Welsh Baccalaureate will help
learners develop the skills they will
need for further and higher education,
employment and life. It will be studied
alongside learners’ traditional choices
at GCSE or vocational qualifications.

The revised Welsh Baccalaureate will have a clear focus on the following skills:
•

Literacy

•

Numeracy

•

Digital Literacy

•

Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving

•

Planning and Organisation

•

Creativity and Innovation

•

Personal Effectiveness

Assessment
Learners will develop and use these skills, and the skills will be assessed, by
completing an individual project and three ‘challenges’.
•

Global Citizenship challenge

•

Enterprise and Employability challenge

•

Community challenge

Title of Qualification

Level

Grades available

Equivalent
Qualification

Foundation
Welsh Baccalaureate

Level 1

Pass* and Pass

One GCSE

National
Welsh Baccalaureate

Level 2

A*, A, B and C

One GCSE
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