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English and Film

“Thank You for
everything, and
helping me
achieve the best
grades I could've
ever hoped for”

Faculties____________________
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Erin James
Studying
Environmental

Sciences

Expressive Arts and
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Conservation at
Bangor University

“Thank you so
much to all my
teachers for the
help over the past
few years, for
both A-Levels and
GCSEs. I couldn't
have done it
without you.”
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and Finance at
Newcastle University

Welsh Baccalaureate
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English and Film

“Animation can
explain whatever
the mind of man
can conceive.
This facility
makes it the most
versatile and
explicit means of
communication
yet devised for
quick mass
appreciation.”

English and Film

English Literature
Film Studies

Walt Disney
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English and Film

English Literature
Throughout this AS/A level course, you will develop your interest and enjoyment of
literature, by studying a variety of literary texts, including poetry, Hamlet, The
Handmaid’s Tale, and A Streetcar Named Desire.
You will engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and ways of
responding to them. As well as develop and effectively apply your knowledge of literary
analysis and evaluation and explore the contexts of the texts you are reading and others’
interpretations of them.
The AS course consists of studying Prose fiction pre-1900 (Jane Eyre by Charlotte
Brontë), as well as a Dramatic text (A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams).
For the second external examination, you will be studying a selection of poetry to
analyse and then compare. The AS course allows you to respond critically and creatively
by analysing meanings and developing your own interpretations.
The A2 course includes further external examinations, as well as a unit of coursework
that requires the candidate to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the
course. For A2, you will be studying Poetry pre-1900 (Rossetti) and Unseen Poetry and
for your final examination, you will also study Hamlet by Shakespeare. The final 20% of
your course is an Essay on two prose texts of your choice, by different authors, one pre
and one post-2000.
The focus will be developing critical analysis and your own interpretations, whilst
addressing the assessment objectives:






AO1: Articulate responses to literary texts
AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts
AO3: Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of contexts
AO4: Explore connections across literary texts
AO5: Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations
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AS
Unit 1

Prose and Drama (closed
book)

Unit 2

A Level
weighting

Unit will be assessed
in a 2 hour external
examination.

20%

Unit will be assessed
in a 2 hour external
examination.

20%

Unit will be assessed
in a 2 hour external
examination.

20%

Shakespeare (closed book)
This consists of two
components:
Section A: Shakespeare
extract
Section B: Shakespeare
essay

Unit will be assessed
in a 2 hour external
examination.

20%

Prose Study
One 2500-3500 word
assignment based on the
reading of two prose texts
from different periods, one
pre-200 and one post-2000,
nominated by you.

Unit will be assessed
in school and
externally moderated.

20%

This consists of two sections:
Section A: Prose fiction pre1900
Section B: Drama
AS

Assessment

Content

Specification

English and Film

Poetry Post-1900 (Open
book, clean copy)
This consists of two
components:
Section A: Critical analysis
Section B: Poetry
comparison

A2
Unit 3

The A2 consists of three
sections:
Section A: Poetry pre-1900
Section B: Unseen Poetry

A2
Unit 4

A2
Unit 5
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English and Film

Film Studies
Many consider film to be the main cultural innovation of the 20th century and a major
art form of the last hundred years. Those who study it characteristically bring with them
a high degree of enthusiasm and excitement for what is a powerful and culturally
significant medium, inspiring a range of responses from the emotional to the reflective.
During your A Level, you will be introduced to a wide variety of films in order to broaden
your knowledge and understanding of film and the range of responses films can
generate. Therefore, you have the opportunity to study mainstream and independent
American and British films from the past and the present as well as more recent nonEnglish language European films.
Production work is a crucial part of this course and by studying a diverse range of films
from several different contexts, you will have the opportunity to apply your knowledge
and understanding of how films are constructed to your own filmmaking and
screenwriting.
Film Studies aims to enable you to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:


a diverse range of film



the significance of film and film practice in national, global and historical
contexts



film and its key contexts (including social, cultural, political, historical and
technological contexts)



how films generate meanings and responses



film as an aesthetic medium



the different ways in which spectators respond to film.



applying critical approaches to film



applying knowledge and understanding of film through either filmmaking or
screenwriting.
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English and Film
Assessment objectives:





AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of elements of film
AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of elements of film to:
 analyse and compare films, including through the use of critical approaches
 analyse and evaluate own work in relation to other professionally produced work
AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding of elements of film to the production of a
film or screenplay.
What will I study?

AS:
Component 1
American
Film

AS:
Component 2
European
Film

Assessment type

Weighting

Three feature-length films will be
studied for this component.
Section A: Hollywood 1930-1990
(comparative study)

External
examination (1
hours 30 minutes)

35%

External
examination (1 hour
and 30 minutes)

35%

Non-exam
assessment

30%

Section B: Contemporary American
independent film
Three feature-length films will be
studied for this component.
Section A: British film (two film study)
Section B: Non-English Language
European film
This component assesses one
production and its accompanying
evaluative analysis.

AS: Nonexam
assessment Production

 Either an extract from a film
highlighting narrative construction
(2½ to 3½ minutes)
 Or a screenplay for an extract from
a film highlighting narrative
construction of between 1200 and
1400 words plus a digitally
photographed storyboard of a key
section from the screenplay
(approximately 1½ minutes' screen
time, corresponding to approximately
15 storyboard shots). Evaluative
analysis (10%)
 An evaluative analysis (1000-1250
words) of the production in
comparison with other professionally
produced films or screenplays.
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English and Film

A2:
Component
1 – Varieties
of film and
filmmaking

A2:
Component 2
– Global
filmmaking
perspectives

Six feature-length films will be
studied for this component.
Section A: Hollywood 1930-1990
(comparative study) Section B:
American film since 2005 (twofilm study) Section C: British film
since 1995 (two-film study)

External
examination (2
hours 30
minutes)

Five feature length films will be studied
for this component:
Section A: Global film (two-film study)
Section B: Documentary film Section
C: Film movements – Silent cinema

External
examination (2
hours 30 minutes)

35%

Non-exam
assessment

30%

Section D: Film movements –
Experimental film (1960-2000)
This component assesses one
production and its evaluative analysis.
Learners produce:

A2:
Component 3:
Production

 either a short film (4-5 minutes) or a
screenplay for a short film (1600-1800
words) plus a digitally photographed
storyboard of a key section from the
screenplay
 an evaluative analysis (1600 - 1800
words).

Relevant equipment
For Film Studies, you will need:




A lever arch file
Lined paper
Access to a video recording device
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Expressive Arts and Physical Studies

“If a composer
could say what
they had to say in
words, they would
not bother trying
to say it in music”
Gustav Mahler

Expressive Arts and Physical Studies

Art and Design
Music
Physical Education
Photography
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Expressive Arts and Physical Studies

Art and Design
Through exciting and varied techniques and skills across many specialist areas
including ceramics, print, painting and digital media, the AS/A level course encourages
and supports your development in Art & Design.
The AS course consists of coursework based on a theme and subject matter developed
from personal starting points. Candidates will develop a knowledge of the history of Art
and contextual issues demonstrated in both graphic and written form.
The A2 course includes a further unit of coursework that requires the candidate to
communicate their understanding through integrated images and texts and includes a
written element. The final unit is an externally set assignment presented to the
candidates at the start of the preparation period for the controlled test that will be a
continuous period of focused study of fifteen hours.
You will be assessed by your teacher throughout the course on a one-to-one tutorial
basis. The focus will be the cumulative process of art making while addressing the
assessment objectives:


AO1 Contextual understanding



AO2 Creative making



AO3 Reflective recording



AO4 Personal presentation
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AS
ART1

The AS consists of a
‘Personal
Creative
Inquiry’, this includes an
extended
research
project/portfolio
with
results based on themes
and subject material that is
personal and meaningful
to the learner. The inquiry
must combine critical,
practical and theory work.

100%

Unit will be
assessed in school
and moderated
externally.

A Level
weighting

Assessment

PAS
weighting
mark

Content

Specification

Expressive Arts and Physical Studies

40%

Personal research

A2
ART2

Includes
a
main
project/portfolio
of
a
critical,
practical
and
theoretical nature based
on themes and subject
material of a personal
significance. An element of
extended writing is part of
the research.

60%

Unit will be
assessed in school
and moderated
externally.

40%

An
externally
set
assessment – a 15-hour
practical
A2
ART3

exam
(24%
qualification)

of

Consisting of a preparatory
period before completing
the
work
under
conditions.

40%

Unit will be
assessed in school
and moderated
externally.

20%

exam
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Expressive Arts and Physical Studies

Music
Year 12

Performance (12%)


A recital of 6-8 minutes



One piece must be a solo piece and link to an area of study



Other pieces can be solo or ensemble



Must be grade 5 or above on an instrument/voice



This is an external exam and takes place between February and March.

Composition (12%)


Two pieces; one set to a brief and a second will be a composition of your
choice



Use of digital software to create an authentic composition for all combinations
of instruments



Composition completes your controlled assessment and is to be submitted at
the end of April.

Appraising (16%)


Analysis of Joseph Haydn’s ‘Drum Roll’ Symphony



The study of Western Classical Tradition



The study of Rock and Pop/Musicals/Jazz



This assessment will take place in the summer term, usually in May.
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Expressive Arts and Physical Studies
Year 13

Performance (14% or 22%)


A recital of 6-8 or 10-12 minutes



One piece must be a solo piece and link to an area of study



Other pieces can be solo or ensemble



Must be grade 6 or above on an instrument/voice

This is an external exam and takes place between February and March of Year 13

Composition (14% or 22%)


Two or three pieces; one/two set to a brief and a one will be free choice



Use of digital software to create an authentic composition for all combinations
of instruments



Composition completes your controlled assessment and is to be submitted at
the end of April.

Appraising (24%)


Analysis of Johannes Brahms’ Symphony No.1 in C minor



Analysis of Impressionism or Twentieth Century Welsh Chamber Music



The study of Western Classical Tradition and the development of the
Symphony



The study of Rock and Pop/Musicals/Jazz



This assessment will take place in the summer term, usually in June, of year
13.
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Expressive Arts and Physical Studies

Physical Education

Theory course content

As 

exercise physiology, performance analysis and training: performance analysis
in sport, levers, movement analysis, muscles bones and joints, training methods,
energy systems, diet and nutrition, recovery process



sports psychology: personality, stress in sport, motivation,



skill acquisition: skill and ability, learning processes,



sport and society: culture and society, emergence of modern sport, social
differentiation within sport

A2 

exercise physiology, performance analysis and training: short term responses to
exercise, long term adaptations, diet and nutrition, biomechanical principles,
motion, fluid mechanics



sports psychology: attitudes, aggression, social facilitation, groups and
leadership, attribution theory,



skill acquisition: information processing, memory, feedback, reaction time



sport

and

society:

ethics

and

deviance,

sport

and

mass

media,

commercialisation and globalisation, mass participation and excellence
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Expressive Arts and Physical Studies
Summary of assessment

As Unit 1: written exam – 24% of qualification - 1 ¾ hours. Will include a range of questions
to include multiple choice, data response, short and extended answers.
Unit 2: practical exam – 16% of qualification - students will all be assessed in school
and then some will be selected for external moderation. Assessment in the following


practical performance in 1 activity



performance as a coach or official in the same activity



personal performance profile (written project)

A2 Unit 3: written exam – 36% of qualification - 2 hours. Will include a range of questions
to include data response, short and extended answers.
Unit 4: practical exam – 24% of qualification - students will all be assessed in school
and then some will be selected for external moderation. Assessment in the following


practical performance in 1 activity as a player coach or official.



investigative research project
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Expressive Arts and Physical Studies

Photography
Photography A-Level will provide you with opportunities to explore and create a variety
of outcomes using many different techniques, from Magazine covers to Movie posters,
using traditional Cyanotype printing methods to an array of Photoshop editing
processes. Initially you will learn the various techniques required to take varied styles
of Photographs. You will then develop and apply relevant subject-specific skills in order
to use visual language to communicate personal ideas, meanings and responses.
Throughout your A-Level, you will reflect critically upon your creative journey and its
effectiveness in relation to the realisation of your personal intentions.

Year 12
UNIT1: Personal Creative Enquiry (100% Coursework)
We begin the year with a foundation course; building upon skills mastered in various
photography techniques; lighting/ composition/ focus etc. digital art and mixed media.
Our learning programme in the first term provides an opportunity for students to develop
a more sophisticated approach technically and conceptually to their photography.
Increased knowledge and confidence in the subject empower our students to create
diverse, unique and intelligent artworks in their own chosen theme as part of their
coursework portfolio.

Year 13
We work with our Year 13 student on a one-to-one basis, supporting their technical and
conceptual development in the subject, which will help to enhance their chosen theme.

UNIT 2: Year 13 will assemble a coursework portfolio through their own chosen theme,
accompanied by a short essay explaining their approach and development of the topic.

UNIT 3: Our students will sit the exam paper in the spring term of Year 13, where they
select a question to build a portfolio around and produce a final piece during a fifteenhour exam

14

A Level
weighting

Assessment

Content

Specification

Expressive Arts and Physical Studies

AS
The AS consists of a ‘Personal
ART1 Creative Inquiry’; this includes an
extended research project/portfolio
with results based on themes and
subject material that is personal
and meaningful to the learner. The
inquiry must combine critical,
practical and theory work.
A2
Personal research - Includes a
ART2 main project/portfolio of a critical,
practical and theoretical nature
based on themes and subject
material of a personal significance.
An element of extended writing is
part of the research.

Unit will be
assessed in
school and
moderated
externally.

40%

Unit will be
assessed in
school and
moderated
externally.

40%

A2
An externally set assessment – a
ART3 15-hour practical exam (24% of
qualification) consisting of a
preparatory
period
before
completing the work under exam
conditions.

Unit will be
assessed in
school and
moderated
externally.

20%

15

Humanities

“There is only one
good, knowledge,
and one evil,
ignorance”

Humanities

Socrates

Geography
History
Philosophy, Ethics and Religion
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Humanities

Geography
AS Geography - 40% of the A-Level Qualification
Units 1 & 2: structured questions with data response, extended response questions and
questions related to fieldwork

AS Unit 1: Changing Landscapes - 2 hour exam (24%)
i.

Tectonic Hazards – processes, risk, impacts and management.

ii.

Coastal Landscapes – processes, landforms and landforms.

AS Unit 2: Changing Places – 1.5 hour exam (16%)
i.

Changing Places – urban and rural places, processes and issues.

ii.

Fieldwork Investigation - linked to human and physical environments involving
2 full days of fieldwork
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Humanities
A2 Geography - 60% of the A-Level Qualification
Units 3 & 4: structured questions with data response, extended response question and
essays.

A2 Unit 3: Global Systems and Governance - 2 hour exam (24%)
i.

21st Century Challenges: Water and Carbon – concepts and issues

ii.

21st Century Challenges: Migration and Oceans – migrants / refugees; people
trafficking & piracy, exploitation & sustainability of marine environments; causes,
consequences and management of ocean pollution.

A2 Unit 4: Contemporary Themes in Geography – 2 hour exam (16%)
i.

Advanced Tectonic Hazards – tsunami, environmental impacts and issues.

ii.

Economic

Growth

and

Challenge:

China-

the

physical

background,

demographic, social and cultural characteristics, the physical environmentopportunities and constraints, economic and political background, global
importance, environmental threats and sustainable development.
iii.

Weather and Climate – global climate; UK weather & climate; extreme weather
events; management of climatic hazards; climate and the future.

A2 Unit 5: Independent Investigation - 3500 words (20%)
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Humanities

History
What will I study?
UNIT 1: EUROPE IN AN AGE OF CONFLICT
AND CO-OPERATION c.1890-1991
You will study:


The changes in international relations between 1890-1939



The changes in Italy between 1918-1945



The changes in Germany between 1918-1945



The changing relations in Europe between 1945-1991

UNIT 2 and 4: REFORM AND PROTEST IN WALES AND ENGLAND c.1783-1848
You will study:


The impact of reforms and protests such as the Great Reform Act of 1832
and the Rebecca Riots

UNIT 3: THE AMERICAN CENTURY 1890 - 1990
You will study:



The struggle for Civil Rights between 1890 – 1990
The steps taken by America to became a superpower between 1890-1990

UNIT 5: NON-EXAMINED ASSESSMENT
Was Neville Chamberlain a guilty man for his policy of
appeasement towards Germany 1937-39?
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Humanities
What skills and qualities will I develop?
Communication skills, especially through class discussions and written answers


Skills in interpreting and understanding sources



Research, selection and note-taking to acquire relevant knowledge



The ability to listen, comprehend and focus on the meaning of questions and
organise and deploy information



Analytical skills so that arguments are well
supported



Supervised

and

unsupervised

studies

following brief guidelines


The

ability

to

learn

detailed

factual

information

How will I learn?
You will learn through reading, writing, discussions, listening, analysing and writing. The
History Department has a wide range of video material to support the specification and
uses ICT to develop students’ knowledge.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Examination (20%) 1 hour 30 mins
Unit 2: Examination (20%) 1 hour 45 mins
Unit 3: Examination (20%) 1 hour 45 mins
Unit 4: Examination (20%) 1 hour 45 mins
All four examinations will assess knowledge through essay questions and source
evaluation
Unit 5: Non- Examination Assessment (20%)
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Humanities

Philosophy, Ethics and Religion

AS Unit 1: Buddhism – 1 ¼ hour exam (15%)


Theme 1: Religious Figures and sacred texts – Historical Buddha,
enlightenment, Buddhists texts and their use in daily life.



Theme 2: Religious Concepts – the nature of reality, teachings and concepts.



Theme 3: Religious life – key moral principles.



Theme 4: Religious practices that shape identity – meditation, going for refuge,
the importance of giving.

AS Unit 2: Philosophy and Ethics – 1 ¾ hour exam (25%)
Philosophy


Theme 1 & 2: Arguments for the existence of God – teleological, cosmological
and ontological.



Theme 3: The problem of evil and suffering



Theme 4 : Religious Experience

Ethics


Theme 1: Ethical thought



Theme 2: Natural Law



Theme 3: Situation Ethics



Theme 4: Utilitarianism

Ethical theories will be applied to animal experimentation for medical research,
nuclear weapons, relationships, abortion and euthanasia.
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Humanities
A2 Unit 3: Buddhism – 1 ½ hour exam (20%)


Theme 1: Religious figures and sacred texts - E.g. Dalai Lama.



Theme 2: Historical developments in religious thought - Buddhism in Japan,
the relationship between religion and society, challenges from science.



Theme 3: Social developments in religious thought - Buddhism in Britain,
religion, equality and discrimination and feminist approaches in Buddhism.



Theme 4: Religious practices that shape identity

A2 Unit 4: Religion and Ethics – 1 ½ hour exam (20%)


Theme 1: Ethical thought



Theme 2: Deontological ethics



Theme 3: Determinism



Theme 4: Free will

A2 Unit 5: Religion and Philosophy – 1 ½ hour exam (20%)


Theme 1: Challenges to religious belief - Freud, Darwin and atheism.



Theme 2: Religious experience- miracles.



Theme 3 & 4: Religious language

A1 Assessment Structure: 40%
Units 1 & 2: For each paper, students will have a choice of questions. Students will
answer explanation and evaluation questions.
A2 Assessment Structure: 60%
Units 3, 4 & 5: For each paper, students will have a choice of questions. Students will
answer explanation and evaluation questions.
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Mathematics

“Numbers Rule
the Universe”

Mathematics

Pythagoras

Mathematics
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Mathematics

Mathematics
A Level Mathematics is an interesting and challenging course, which extends the
methods learned at GCSE.





Studying A-Level Mathematics helps students to develop skills such as:


critical thinking



problem solving



analytical thinking



quantitative reasoning



the ability to manipulate precise and intricate ideas



to construct logical arguments and expose illogical arguments



communication



time management.

Many employers value mathematics qualifications highly because of these
transferable skills. The modern world needs mathematicians.



A level maths supports other A level subjects such as physics and engineering.



Some higher education courses, such as STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics) degree courses require students to have strong
mathematical skills.
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Mathematics
The exam Board is WJEC and the specification consists of 4 units:
AS Unit 1:
Pure Mathematics A

(25% of the qualification)

AS Unit 2:
Applied Mathematics A

(15% of the qualification)

A2 Unit 3:
Pure Mathematics B

(35% of the qualification)

AS Unit 4:
Applied Mathematics B

(25% of the qualification)

Pure Mathematics consists of topics such as algebra, trigonometry, calculus and
functions.
Applied Mathematics consists of two sections, statistics and mechanics.
In statistics, students will analyse data and develop their understanding of probability.
In mechanics, students will study areas of mathematics involving the physical world
around us such as forces and motion.

Entry requirements: Grade B or higher in both GCSE Mathematics and GCSE
Mathematics Numeracy from the Higher Tier.

A calculator is required for all units.
The recommended calculator is CASIO fx-991-EX. This has all the features
needed for the course.
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Sciences

“I am among
those who think
that science has
great beauty. A
scientist in their
laboratory is not
only a technician:
they are also a
child placed
before natural
phenomena which
impress them like
a fairy tale.”

Sciences

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology
Sociology

Marie Curie
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Sciences

Biology
The WJEC A level in Biology provides a wide breadth of knowledge which touches on
many varied aspects of a range of topics. These include the internal workings of
organisms in physiology and the interdependence of living things in ecology, to social
issues including human influence on the environment and the ethical considerations of
genetics.
The study of biology encourages an appreciation of these issues and their implications
as well as providing an insight into the living world. The inclusion of optional topics
allows learners to gain a deeper insight into a wider range of biological topics. It is
intended that the use of a variety of approaches will stimulate interest, promote
understanding and engender an overall appreciation and sense of wonder at the living
world.
The WJEC A level in Biology aims to encourage learners to:






develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of biology and
how they relate to each other
develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and
understanding of scientific methods used within biology
develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and
problem solving skills
develop their interest in and enthusiasm for biology, including developing an
interest in further study and careers associated with the subject
understand how society makes decisions about biological issues and how
biology contributes to the success of the economy and society.

This specification promotes an understanding of scientific method as the means to
increase scientific knowledge and develop an enquiring and critical approach. Learners
will develop an awareness that different perceptions, predictions and interpretations
may be applied according to context.
Practical work is an intrinsic part of biology, and is greatly valued by higher education.
It is imperative that practical skills are developed throughout this course and that an
investigative approach is promoted.
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Sciences
AS Biology
There are 2 units covered in year 12:
AS UNIT 1: BASIC BIOCHEMISTRY AND CELL ORGANISATION
AS UNIT 2: BIODIVERSITY AND PHYSIOLOGY OF BODY SYSTEMS
Each unit has a written examination of 1 hour 30 minutes and is 20% of the A Level
qualification.
A Level Biology
A2 UNIT 3: ENERGY, HOMEOSTASIS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
A2 UNIT 4: VARIATION, INHERITANCE AND OPTIONS
Each unit has a written examination of 2 hours and is 25% of the A Level qualification.
A2 UNIT 5: PRACTICAL EXAMINATION
The practical examination is 10% of the qualification.
This unit gives learners the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to carry out an
investigation and to analyse and evaluate experimental data. This will be carried out
individually, under controlled conditions. The practical examination comprises of two
tasks:



Experimental Task (20 marks)
Practical analysis Task (30 marks)

What skills will I get from studying Biology?
Biology helps you to develop practical, research, problem solving and analytical skills.
It helps you to challenge your ideas develop independent thinking and apply biological
knowledge to practical contexts. In addition, it enables learners to develop their
numeracy, literacy and communication skills too.
What careers is Biology good for?
Biology is an important subject for careers in: Agriculture, Biochemistry, Dentist,
Ecology, Genetics, Marine Biology, Medicine Microbiology, Nursing, Nutritional
Science, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Teaching, Veterinary, Veterinary assistant and
Zoology.
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Sciences

Chemistry
The WJEC A level in Chemistry provides a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile
course of study. It encourages learners to develop confidence in, and a positive attitude
towards, chemistry and to recognise its importance in their own lives and to society.
Studying this A level in Chemistry encourages learners to:






develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject
and how they relate to each other
develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and
understanding of scientific methods
develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and
problem solving skills
develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an
interest in further study and careers associated with the subject
understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the
sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society.

The specification lends itself to a variety of teaching and learning styles and offers
learners of all abilities an enjoyable and positive learning experience.
Practical work is an intrinsic part of chemistry, and is greatly valued by higher education.
Practical skills are developed throughout the course and an investigative approach is
promoted wherever possible.
What skills will I get from studying chemistry?


Chemistry helps you to develop research, problem solving and analytical skills. It
helps to you challenge ideas and show how you worked things out through logic and
step-by-step reasoning. Chemistry often requires teamwork and communication
skills too, which is great for project management.

What careers is chemistry good for?



Chemistry will help you get ahead in most STEM (science, technology, engineering
and maths) careers and more besides.
Chemistry is an important subject for careers in: medicine, environmental science,
engineering, toxicology, veterinary, developing consumer products, metallurgy
(studying how metals behave), space exploration, developing perfumes and
cosmetics, dentistry, pharmaceuticals, energy, teaching, science writing, software
development and research.
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Sciences
AS Chemistry

There are 2 units covered in year 12:
AS UNIT 1: THE LANGUAGE OF CHEMISTRY, STRUCTURE OF MATTER AND
SIMPLE REACTIONS
AS UNIT 2: ENERGY, RATE AND CHEMISTRY OF CARBON COMPOUNDS
Each unit has a written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes and is 20% of the A level
qualification.

A level Chemistry
There are 3 units covered in year 13:
A2 UNIT 3: PHYSICAL AND INORGANIC CHEMISTRY
A2 UNIT 4: ORGANIC CHEMISTRY AND ANALYSIS
Each unit has a written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 25% of qualification
A2 UNIT 5: PRACTICAL
10% of qualification
This unit gives learners the opportunity to demonstrate their skills, knowledge and
understanding in relation to practical techniques and their ability to analyse and evaluate
experimental data. The practical examination comprises two tasks to be carried out
individually under controlled conditions:



Experimental Task (30 marks)
Practical Methods and Analysis Task (30 marks)
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Physics
What will I learn in A-level physics?
You will already be familiar with many of the topics that you will study, including forces,
waves, radioactivity, electricity and magnetism. At A-level, you will look at these areas
in more detail and find out how they are interconnected. You
will also learn how to
apply maths to real-world problems and explore new areas such as particle physics,
cosmology, medical physics and physics of sport.
Perhaps more importantly, you will develop skills that can be transferred to just about
any other area of work, from setting up a business to saving the planet. Even if you don’t
go on to become a physicist, learning to think like one will help you get to the root of any
problem and draw connections that aren’t obvious to others. Physics will not give you
all the answers, but it will teach you how to ask the right questions.
Studying A-level physics does not restrict your options, it expands them. As well as
being needed for many careers in science and engineering, the skills and knowledge
that you can develop by studying Physics keeps the door open to doing just about
everything else. The WJEC A level in Physics provides a broad, coherent, satisfying
and worthwhile course of study; it encourages learners to develop confidence in, and a
positive attitude towards, physics and to recognise its importance in their own lives and
to society.
AS Physics
Two units are covered in Year 12:
AS UNIT 1: MOTION, ENERGY AND MATTER - This unit includes the following
topics:
I.
II.
III.
IV.

Basic physics
Kinematics
Dynamics
Energy concepts

V.
VI.
VII.

Solids under stress
Using radiation to investigate
stars
Particles and nuclear structure

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 20% of qualification
AS UNIT 2: ELECTRICITY and LIGHT - This unit includes the following topics:
I.
II.
III.
IV.

Conduction of electricity
Resistance
D.C. circuits
The nature of waves

V.
VI.
VII.
VIII.

Wave properties
Refraction of light
Photons
Lasers

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 20% of qualification
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A2 Physics - Three units are covered in Year 13:
A2 UNIT 3: OSCILLATIONS and NUCLEI - This unit includes the following topics:
I.

Circular motion

IV.

Thermal physics

II.

Vibrations

V.

Nuclear decay

III.

Kinetic theory

VI.

Nuclear energy

Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes 25% of qualification

A2 UNIT 4: FIELDS and OPTIONS - This unit includes the following topics:
I.

Capacitance

IV.

Magnetic fields

II.

Electrostatic and gravitational

V.

Electromagnetic induction

fields of force

VI.

Option choice: The physics of

III.

Orbits and the wider universe

sports

Written examination: 2 hours 25% of qualification

A2 UNIT 5: PRACTICAL EXAMINATION
Practical work is an intrinsic part of this specification. It is vitally important in
developing a conceptual understanding of many topics and it enhances the
experience and enjoyment of physics. The practical skills developed are also
fundamentally important to learners going on to further study in physics and

related

subjects, and are transferable to many careers. This unit gives learners the
opportunity to demonstrate their ability to carry out an investigation and to analyse and
evaluate experimental data. This will be carried out individually, under controlled
conditions. The practical examination comprises two tasks.
Experimental Task (25 marks) and Practical Analysis Task (25 marks) 10% of
Qualification
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Psychology
Introduction to Psychology: What is Psychology? What do Psychologists do?
Introduction to the psychological approaches
Unit 1 Psychology – Past to Present Written Examination: 1 hour 30 Minutes
20% of A Level (50% of AS qualification)
Content
Five approaches covered:
 Biological
 Behaviourist
 Psychodynamic
 Cognitive
 Positive

For each approach you will need to
know:
 Assumptions
 Relationship Formation
 Therapy & Evaluations
 Classic Research & Evaluations
 Evaluations of the approach as
a whole

Unit 2 Psychology: Investigating Behaviour Written Examination: 1 hour 30
Minutes - 20% of A Level (50% of AS qualification)
Contemporary Debate - Linked to the five approaches in Unit 1
 Biological – The ethics of neuroscience
 Behaviourist – Using conditioning techniques to control the behaviour of
children
 Psychodynamic – The mother as primary care-giver of an infant
 Cognitive – Reliability of eyewitness testimony (including children)
 Positive – Relevance of positive psychology in today’s society
Principles of Research - Research methods & how psychologists design and carry out
research. Knowledge, understanding & evaluation of two influential research studies in
Psychology:
 Social Psychology – S. Milgram (1963) – Behavioural Study of Obedience.
Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, 67, 371-8
 Developmental Psychology – L. Kohlberg (1968) – The child as a moral
philosopher. Psychology Today, 2, 25-30A2 Psychology
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Unit 3 Psychology: Implications in the Real World Written examination: 2 hours 30
40% of A Level qualification
Having learnt about the various psychological approaches in Unit 1, you are expected
to apply this knowledge and understanding to human / animal behaviours. You should
be able to explain and draw conclusions about the possible causes of these
behaviours.
Section A: The study of behaviours
You will study three nominated behaviours. For each behaviour it will be necessary for
you to:
 know the characteristics of the behaviour
 know and understand biological, individual differences and social psychological
 explanations for the behaviour
 evaluate the biological, individual differences and social psychological
 explanations of the behaviour
 apply the explanations to methods of modifying the behaviour
 know and understand the methods of modifying the behaviour
 evaluate the methods of modifying the behaviour.
Section B: Controversies
You will explore five controversies that continue to pose challenges for psychology.
These controversies will draw on knowledge and content already covered. For each
controversy it will be necessary for you to:
 understand the issue and why it is controversial
 apply knowledge and understanding to controversies in psychology
 make judgements and come to conclusions about the controversies from a
psychological perspective.
Unit 4 Psychology: Applied Research Methods Written examination: 1 hour 30
20% of A Level qualification
Section A: Personal investigations
The two investigations required each year you will be expected to apply knowledge of
research methods to each investigation.
Section B: Application of research methods to novel scenarios
You will be expected to apply knowledge and understanding of research methods to
novel research scenarios. You will be expected to make judgements on the details of
psychological research.
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Sociology
Sociology Unit 1: Acquiring Culture
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes
15% of A level qualification (37.5% of AS qualification)
This unit focuses on the theme of socialisation, identity and
culture and divided into two sections.
Section A – Focuses on culture, cultural transmission, socialisation and the acquisition
of identity.
Section B – Develops understanding of the key concepts and processes of socialisation
and culture through detailed study of families and households. We explore family forms
/ types, relationships in the family, divorce, changes to the family and sociological
theories of the family.

Unit 2: Understanding Society and Methods of Sociological Enquiry
Written examination: 2 hours

25% of A level qualification (62.5% of AS qualification)

Section A – Focuses on methods of sociological enquiry. You will develop a knowledge
and understanding of

sociological concepts and

research methods – how sociologists do their research.
Section B – Education is the focus of section B of the
unit 2 exam. We will explore:
•
•
•
•
•

The role and function of education in contemporary society
Patterns and trends of different educational attainment - social class, gender
and ethnicity
Current educational policy in England and Wales
Factors that affect educational attainment such as wealth, culture and
labelling.
Sociological theories of education
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Unit 3: Power and Control

Written examination: 2 hours

25% of

qualification
Crime and Deviance - this unit focuses on the themes of power, differentiation and
stratification with issues relating to social order and social control. We will explore:
•
•
•
•
•

patterns of the social distribution of crime and deviance related to social class,
gender, ethnicity and age in England and Wales
measuring crime; official government statistics including police statistics and the
British Crime Survey, victim studies and self-report studies and the impact of
contemporary social policies on crime rates in England and Wales
definitions of crime and deviance as social constructs including the role of the
media
the influence of theories and explanations on social policy
theories and explanations of crime and deviance: functionalist, Marxist, neoMarxist, interactionist, right and left realism, postmodernist, feminist, sub-cultural
theories.

Unit 4: Social Inequality and Applied Methods of Sociological Enquiry
Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes

35% of qualification

Section A – Research Design - focuses on the processes of research design and on the
application of knowledge and understanding of methods of sociological enquiry
(research methods) previously studied in unit 2.
on evidence and examples of areas of inequality related to social class, gender, ethnicity
and age in contemporary society. Explores theories of social inequality and stratification
including – Functionalist, Marxist and neo-Marxist, Weberian and neo-Weberian, Feminist,
Postmodernist,

New

Right Theories.
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“It’s always about
timing. If it’s too
soon, no one
understands. If it’s
too late,
everyone’s
forgotten.”

Technologies

Business
Computer Science

Anna Wintour

Digital Technology
Economics
Fashion and Textiles
Product Design
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Business
About this course
In a rapidly changing business world, employers are looking for people who have their
finger on the pulse and can easily find solutions to an array of problems. This course
provides you with the tools and transferrable skills to achieve this, plus you will gain
experience of the nature of the ever changing and dynamic business environment. You
will constantly be learning new things, studying topics such as accounting, human
resources, information management, marketing and organisational behaviour. You will
gain an understanding of the nature of organisations, their management and the
changing external environments in which they operate. You will study modules in all
areas of business from finance and strategic analysis to employability and professional
development. It is a progression but a considerable step up from GCSE Business
Studies. It is desirable to have studied this subject at GCSE level.
And if you want to take your studies further, the course is the perfect stepping stone to
a business related degree course.

Progression
Where could it lead? This subject generates specific and transferable skills, combines
well with all other subjects and is highly regarded by employers and can lead to study
at Higher Education in Management, Finance, Economics, Law or general Business
Courses. Alternatively, you may set up your own Business and be on your way to your
first million £!!
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Assessment (no coursework/all exam based)
Paper 1 (75 minutes, 60 marks) - Paper 1 combines short-answer questions with data
response questions. The paper assesses the content in Unit 1 only. Strong
Mathematical skills needed for this paper.
Paper 2 (120 minutes, 80 marks) - Paper 2 includes a number of data response
questions, some requiring extended responses, to assess all the AS content. Strong
Mathematical skills needed on the Finance section of this paper.
Paper 3 (135 minutes, 80 marks) - Paper 3 includes a number of data response
questions, some short and some requiring extended answers to assess business
analysis and strategy. The content from the AS units will be called upon to underpin the
responses in this paper. This paper will naturally call upon learners' quantitative skills in
order to answer the questions. You will need strong Mathematical skills for this paper.
Paper 4 (135 minutes, 80 marks) - Paper 4 has two distinct sections. Section A will
include a number of questions, mostly requiring extended answers, based on a case
study. These questions will call on the content from all four units and will also include
synoptic assessment. Section B requires learners to write one synoptic essay from a
choice of three. Each essay is split into two parts. Part (a) focuses on knowledge and
understanding and part (b) focuses on analysis and evaluation.
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Computer Science
Overview – You will learn the fundamental concepts of Computer Science from the inner
workings of computer hardware, to the process of how to design and create applications
using Java

AS (2 units)

AS Unit 1: Fundamentals of Computer Science
Written Examination: 2 hours
25% of qualification 100 marks
This unit investigates computer architecture, communication, data representation, data
structures,

software

applications,

programs,

algorithms,

logic,

programming

methodologies and the impact of computer science on society.

AS Unit 2: Practical Programming to solve problems
On-Screen Examination: 2 hours
15% of qualification 60 marks
This unit consists of a series of set tasks completed on-screen by candidates. These
tasks will assess the practical application of knowledge and understanding and will
require the use of Visual Basic.NET, Python or Java as a programming language.
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A Level (the above plus a further 3 units)

A2 Unit 3: Programming and System Development
Written Examination: 2 hours
20% of qualification 100 marks
This unit investigates programs, data structures, algorithms, logic, programming
methodologies and the impact of computer science on society.

A2 Unit 4: Computer Architecture, Data, Communications and Applications
Written examination:2 hours
20% of qualification 100 marks
This unit investigates computer architecture, communication, data representation,
organisation and structure of data, programs, algorithms and software applications.

A2 Unit 5: Programmed Solution to a problem
Non-Exam Assessment
20% of qualification 100 marks
Candidates discuss, investigate, design, prototype, refine and implement, test and
evaluate a computerized solution to a problem chosen by the candidate which must be
solved using original code (programming). This is a substantial piece of work,
undertaken over an extended period of time.
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Digital Technology
The qualification enables learners to develop a deep understanding of how innovations
in digital technology, and the increasing levels of connectivity between them, impact the
lives of those who use them and the wider society.
Learners will also develop practical skills in developing both creative digital products
and digital solutions to problems faced by organisations, supporting their progression
into employment in a career that utilises digital technologies or onto a programme of
higher education involving digital technologies.

AS Units

AS Unit 1: Innovation in Digital Technology
Written examination: 2 hours 20% of qualification (80 marks)
An assessment (taken on-screen), comprising of a range of question types to assess
specification content related to connected digital systems and smart devices, the
development of Artificial Intelligence, digital technology development life cycles, user
experience and human computer interaction in digital systems development and the
functions, purposes and uses of social media by individuals and organisations. All
questions are compulsory.

AS Unit 2: Creative Digital Practices
Non-exam assessment (NEA): approximately 45 hours 20% of qualification (80 marks)
A non-examined assessment focusing on the end-to-end creation of a game.
Candidates will investigate, plan, design, create, test and review a game of their choice.
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A level Units (the above plus a further 2 units)

A2 Unit 3: Connected Systems
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 30% of qualification (100 marks)
An assessment (taken on-screen), comprising of a range of question types to assess
specification content related to collecting, storing, analysing and using data, cyber
security, and digital technology networks. All questions are compulsory.

A2 Unit 4: Digital Solutions
Non-exam assessment: approximately 45 hours 30% of qualification (100 marks)
A non-examined assessment focusing on the creation of a transactional website linked
to a server-based RDBMS. Candidates will plan, design, create, develop, review, test
and refine a transactional website of their choice.

Prior Learning
This specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills established at
GCSE. Some learners may have already gained knowledge, understanding and skills
through their study of Digital Technology at GCSE. However, there are no prior
learning requirements for this specification.
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Economics
About this course
The subject aims to develop understanding of concepts and theories through current
economic issues, problems and institutions that affect everyday life. Students will learn
to apply economic ideas to a range of contexts and develop outstanding data handling
skills. The course encourages students to research topics using a variety of different
materials and develops skills relevant to higher education or employment. Economics
is a social science which combines well with all other subject areas while developing
numerical, graphical and analytical skills, which will help you throughout your life. These
skills are highly regarded by universities and employers. You will need to possess strong
numerical/graphical data handling skills. There are two main sections of the course -

MICROECONOMICS - is the study of individuals, households and firms' behaviour in
decision making and allocation of resources.

MACROECONOMICS - is the branch of economics that studies the behaviour and
performance of an economy as a whole

Progression
Where could it lead? Economics develops excellent transferable skills, leading to a wide
range of degree courses including Business Management, Accountancy, Economics,
Marketing, Finance, Law, Journalism, Banking, Logistics & Teaching.

In a recent

survey, it was discovered that Economics Graduates and Chemistry Graduates gain the
highest salaries after they leave University, and before the age of 30.
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Assessment (no coursework, all exam based)
Paper 1 (75 minutes, 55 marks) Paper 1 combines multiple-choice questions (15
questions, 15 marks) with short answers (40 marks). The former allows for rigorous
testing of underlying economic theory and quantitative skills. The latter allows the testing
of these skills in a series of applied contexts. Strong Mathematical skills needed on this
paper.
Paper 2 (120 minutes, 80 marks) Paper 2 involves two compulsory data response
cases. These will be drawn from anywhere within the specification and are looking to
test learners’ ability to apply what they have learned to more complex economic
situations than is possible through the short answer section. Learners will also have to
write at greater length and possess strong data handling skills.
Paper 3 (120 minutes, 80 marks) Paper 3 combines structured questions, based on the
A2 content and one compulsory data response, which covers all A level content. The
combination allows for rigorous testing of underlying economic theory and quantitative
skills and the application of economic theory in context. Strong Mathematical skills
needed on this paper.
Paper 4 (150 minutes, 90 marks) involves three essays drawn from three subsections
of the specification. There will be a choice of two essays from each subsection and each
essay will be split into two parts.
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Fashion and Textiles
The AS / A level Fashion and Textiles offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for
learners to identify and solve real problems by designing and making a range of
products.
Fashion and Textiles is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. The course
encourages learners to use creativity and imagination when applying iterative design
processes to develop and modify designs, and to design and make prototypes that solve
real world problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and
values.
The course has been developed to extend learners design and technological capability
by promoting design awareness and providing opportunities to experiment and develop
their own ideas. The course will essentially be based on designing and developing
creative ideas involving some of the following topics:
Core technical principles
 How manufactured products typically involve multiple materials, processes and
techniques and that designers need to be able to discriminate between them
and select them appropriately for use, experimenting in order to improve, refine
and realise a design
 The requirements for Fashion and Textiles, development and manufacture,
including: fit for purpose; meeting the criteria of specifications; accuracy of
production
 Appropriate use of digital technologies; aesthetics; ergonomics and
anthropometrics; the use of media, communication and presentation techniques,
including drawing and sketching, and writing reports to record, explain and
communicate their design decisions, providing sufficient information to enable
others to interpret their design intentions
 Digital design and digital manufacture, including computer aided design
(CAD)/computer aided manufacturing (CAM), modelling and simulation
 Safe working practices, including identifying hazards and understanding the
need for risk assessments
In-depth technical principles
 The characteristics and working properties of materials relevant to fashion and
textiles design, development, and manufacture.
 Materials science of fibre groups, fabrics and yarns, production processes
associated with mixtures and blends.
 The methods of joining fabrics including the use of fastenings, darts for shaping
and finishing edges.
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Surface finishes and laminating to enhance function of the materials.
The working properties and physical characteristics of fibres and fabrics in
relation to their suitability for various products.
The performance characteristics of fibres and fabrics by the construction
methods, finishes and surface decoration.
The application of smart, e-textiles, and technical textiles eg Micro and Nano
technology
Industrial and commercial practice and production systems using ICT in relation
to textiles and fashion design industry.
Pattern drafting and toiles

How will I learn?
The course is structured on a mixture of practical and theory sessions. The practical
elements is based on the development of particular techniques and will involve a
Design and Make task in both Years 12 and 13.
How will I be assessed?
Examination: 2 Hour examination paper in both Years 12 and 13.
This examination makes up 50% of the AS and A level.
Coursework: Year 12 and 13 students will present their coursework in an A3 folder
and a sketch book similar to the Year 11 format. The more creative and developmental
work is presented in the form of a sketchbook. Whilst the more formal sheets will be
presented in an A3 portfolio. When combined with the practical outcome this accounts
for 50% of the AS/ A level.
Where could it lead?
Besides further study at University level, Fashion and Textiles is a qualification valued
by a whole range of potential employers and is an excellent preparation for a
variety of further education courses. As well as the practical expertise gained
there is a great range of skills developed and enhanced during coursework, these
skills are highly transferable.
Career Opportunities
 Product Designer
 Fashion Designer
 Fashion Buyer
 Fashion Forecasting
 Marketing
 Fashion Forecaster
 Architectural Designer/ Architect
 Furniture Manufacturing
 Fashion Manufacturing
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Product Design
The AS / A level Product Design offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for
learners to identify and solve real problems by designing and making products or
systems.
Product Design is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. The course encourages
learners to use creativity and imagination when applying iterative design processes to
develop and modify designs, and to design and make prototypes that solve real world
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values.
The course has been developed to extend learners design and technological capability
by promoting design awareness and providing opportunities to experiment and develop
their own ideas. The course will essentially be based on designing and developing
creative ideas involving some of the following topics:
Core technical principles  How manufactured products typically involve multiple materials, processes and
techniques and that designers need to be able to discriminate between them
and select them appropriately for use, experimenting in order to improve, refine
and realise a design
 The requirements for product design, development and manufacture, including:
fitness for purpose; meeting the criteria of specifications; accuracy of production
 Appropriate use of digital technologies; aesthetics; ergonomics and
anthropometrics; the use of media, communication and presentation techniques,
including drawing and sketching, and writing reports to record, explain and
communicate their design decisions, providing sufficient information to enable
others to interpret their design intentions
 Digital design and digital manufacture, including computer aided design
(CAD)/computer aided manufacturing (CAM), modelling and simulation
 Safe working practices, including identifying hazards and understanding the
need for risk assessments
In-depth technical principles  The characteristics and working properties of materials relevant to product
design and manufacture, including: metals, woods, polymers, textiles,
composites, smart and modern materials
 The use of adhesives, permanent, and semi-permanent fixings
 The use of surface finishes and coatings to enhance appearance, and methods
of preventing corrosion and decay such as paints, varnishes, sealants,
preservatives, anodising, plating, coating, galvanization and cathodic protection
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The performance characteristics of woods, metals, and polymers including
toughness, hardness, elasticity and durability in relation to specific product
applications
The application of smart and modern materials
Production processes including moulding, extrusion, laminating, milling, turning,
casting, stamping, and forming; the use of ICT, prototyping, jigs and fixtures
Design theory, including key historic movements/figures and their methods
Industrial and commercial practice including manufacturing processes and
systems, product manufacture and maintenance, production scales, and quality
control in relation to manufacturing and the design industries
Modular/cell production systems, just-in-time manufacturing, bought-in parts
and components and the use of standardised parts
Rapid prototyping/ 3D printing.

How will I learn?
The course is structured on a mixture of practical and theory sessions. The practical
elements are based on the development of particular techniques and will involve a
Design and Make task in both Years 12 and 13.
How will I be assessed?
Examination: 2 Hour examination paper in both Years 12 and 13.
This examination makes up 50% of the AS and A level.
Coursework: Year 12 and 13 students will present their coursework in an A3 folder
and a sketch book similar to the Year 11 format. The more creative and developmental
work is presented in the form of a sketchbook. Whilst the more formal sheets will be
presented in an A3 portfolio.
When combined with the practical outcome this accounts for 50% of the AS/ A level.
Where could it lead?
Besides further study at University level, Product Design is a qualification valued by a
whole range of potential employers and is an excellent preparation for a variety of further
education courses. As well as the practical expertise gained there is a great range of
skills developed and enhanced during coursework, these skills are highly transferable.
Career opportunities for students in Product Design, Engineering, Graphic Design,
Textiles and Fashion, Electronics, Construction and Civil Engineering.
Career Opportunities






Product Designer
Graphic Designer
Mechanical Engineering
Civil Engineering
Architectural Designer/ Architect







Aeronautical Engineer
Aircraft Designer
Automotive Engineering
Materials Engineer
Manufacturing Engineering

49

Welsh and Modern Foreign Languages

“To have another
language is to
possess a second
soul”

Welsh and Modern Foreign Languages

Charlemagne

French
Welsh First Language
Welsh Second Language
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French
This motivating course of study will enable students to develop an advanced level
knowledge and understanding of the French language, the culture of France and other
French-speaking countries and communities, as well as practical and valuable language
and transferable study skills. The specification will help prepare students for higher
education and enhance their employability profile.
Subject Content:
Area of interest (ii)

Area of interest (i)
Social issues and trends

Political, intellectual and artistic
culture

Theme 1: (AS)
Being a young person in Frenchspeaking society





Family structures, traditional and
modern values,
friendships/relationships
Youth trends, issues and personal
identity

Theme 2: (AS)
Understanding the French-speaking
world


Regional culture and heritage in
France, French-speaking
countries and communities



Literature, art, film and music in
the French-speaking world

Educational and employment
opportunities

Theme 4: (A level)
Theme 3: (A level)
Diversity and difference


Migration and integration



Cultural identity and
marginalisation



Cultural enrichment and
celebrating difference



Discrimination and diversity

France 1940-1950: The Occupation
and post-war years


From June 1940-May 1945
(occupation, liberation and end of
World War 11)



Life in Occupied France and the
cultural dimension (théâtre,
cinéma, littérature)



1945-1950: rebuilding and
restructuring



Repercussions for modern day
France
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Assessment Overview:
French AS (2 UNITS)
AS Unit 1: Speaking
12-15 minutes - 12% of qualification (48 marks)
Task 1: Arguing a point of view based on a written stimulus card (5-6 minutes)
Task 2: Discussion based on a second written stimulus card (7-9 minutes)
AS Unit 2: Listening, reading and translation and critical response in writing
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes - 28% of qualification (84 marks)
Section A: Listening
Section B: Reading
Section C: Translation – from French into English/Welsh
Section D: Critical response in writing – one essay on a film studied from the
prescribed list
A2 Unit 3: Speaking
11-12 minutes - 18% of qualification (72 marks)
Independent research project
(a) Presentation of independent research project (2 minutes)
(b) Discussion on the content of the independent research project (9-10
minutes)
A2 Unit 4: Listening, reading and translation
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 30% of qualification (100 marks)
Section A: Listening
Section B: Reading
Section C: Translation – from English/Welsh into French
A2 Unit 5: Critical and analytical response in writing
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes - 12% of qualification (40 marks)
One essay question – based on the study of one literary work taken from the
prescribed list
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Welsh First Language
Course aim:
The Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced Level Welsh (First Language) course
encourages learners to:
• show interest and enthusiasm in studying Welsh
• communicate accurately and fluently both orally and in writing in a wide range of
situations and contexts
• write creatively and factually for a variety of purposes
• independently analyse familiar and unfamiliar texts
• listen and respond to the views of others when expressing a point of view
• express an independent opinion, based on knowledge and understanding of a range
of literary and non-literary texts
• respond clearly, relevantly, and confidently, in a structured manner
• contribute confidently in a twenty-first century society
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Course Contents
Advanced Subsidiary (Year 12)
Unit 1 - Oral Exam (15%)
Film: Hedd Wyn
Drama: Siwan (Saunders Lewis)
Unit 2 - Non-Examination Writing Assessment (10%)
Task 1: Creative
Task 2: Expressing an Opinion
Unit 3 - Examination (15%)
Section A: Using Language
Section B: Poetry

A Level First Language (Year 13)

Unit 4 - Oral Examination (20%)
Novel: Un Nos Ola Leuad (Caradog Pritchard)
Unit 5 - Medieval Prose, Hengerdd and the Cywyddau (20%)
Section A:
•
Section B:
•
•
•

Branwen merch Llyr (Mabinogi)
Aneirin
Talieisin
Dafydd ap Gwilym

Unit 6 - Appreciating Literature, Welsh in Context (20%)
Section A: Appreciating literature
Section B: Welsh in Context
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Welsh Second Language
The AS and A Level in Welsh Second Language encourages learners to:


study Welsh with interest, enjoyment and enthusiasm



communicate correctly and fluently both orally and in writing within a wide range
of situations and contexts



write creatively and factually for a range of purposes



analyse familiar and unfamiliar texts independently



listen and respond to the opinions of others when expressing a point of view



express an independent opinion, based on knowledge and understanding of
literary and factual texts



respond in Welsh with clarity, in a relevant, confident and structured manner



play an appropriate role in a bilingual society at the beginning of the twenty-first
century.

In addition, the AS and A level Specification for Welsh Second Language should
encourage candidates to:


make a connection between various aspects of the subject and provide a
suitable foundation which will enable candidates to pursue further studies of the
language in future.
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Content

Year 12

Unit 1 (15% A Level)
Speaking examination (20 minutes)
Film - ‘Patagonia’
Unit 2 (10% A level)
Coursework – three tasks
Unit 3 (15% A level)
Language and Poetry Examination

Year 13

Unit 4 (25% A level)
Speaking examination (30 minutes)
Drama - ‘Crash’
Unit 5 (15% A level)
Written Examination – The Welsh Language and Society

Unit 6 (20% A level)
Written Examination – Language and Short
Stories
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“Experience is the
teacher of all
things”

The Welsh Baccalaureate

Julius Caesar

The Welsh Baccalaureate – Skills Challenge Certificate
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The Welsh Baccalaureate – Skills
Challenge Certificate
The Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate (SCC) is to help you develop more complex
skills, attributes and behaviours. It will provide experiences which support your other
subjects and which will enable you to be better prepared for your future destination,
whether university, further training or employment.
The emphasis in the SCC is on applied learning around the concept of ‘plan, do, and
review’. You will acquire and apply a range of transferable skills in different settings and
context which will include planning activities, carrying out activities, reviewing outcomes
and your own development.
The SCC is the same size as an A level and with the same grades: A*, A, B, C, D, E, U.
The SCC comprises of four components –
Component

Weighting

I – Individual Project

50%

II – Enterprise and Employability Challenge

20%

III – Global Citizenship Challenge

15%

IV – Community Challenge

15%
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Having a large number of qualifications such as GCSEs, A levels and a degree is not
enough for employers. There are many other young people who will have the same
qualifications as you and therefore when applying for a job it is extremely competitive.
Employers want the academic ability but also a whole set of skills alongside and to know
how you have applied them in different situations. Many of the very large employers
have assessment centres where they invite suitable applicants to test their application
of skills before making the final decisions on an appointment.
The advanced skills within the SCC will help you succeed in your chosen area and help
secure your first job. Advanced skills involve complexity which includes many different
but connected parts -

All Welsh Universities will include the Advanced SCC in their offers.
Most other universities and most courses within universities also accept the SCC. Even
the most competitive courses such as Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science will
accept it as an alternative to an A level grade.

59

The Welsh Baccalaureate

60

The Welsh Baccalaureate

61

