
 
 

This half term: Skills, Knowledge and Understanding to be developed: 

● Skills: Students will develop the skill to analyse poetic and literary choices made by Philip Larkin in ‘The 
Whitsun Weddings’ and Carol Ann Duffy’s ‘Mean Time.’  

● Knowledge: Students will know how to select relevant textual detail and explore how critical opinions and 
theories may alter the interpretations of the poems  

● Understanding: Students will understand how to express how context and criticism to analyse poetry at a 
deeper level.  

 Key Terms:  dispossessed, 

gender, form, feminism, 

queer theory, otherness, 

marxism, criticism, class, 

welfare, ventriloquism, critic, 

interpretation, presentation, 

theme, hope,  oeuvre, satire, 

LP4 – Week 1 Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Students will be able to explore how Larkin 

uses language and imagery to create a sense 

of mortality in Ambulances 

2. Students will analyse Duffy’s creation of the 

persona within Confession and it provides a 

criticism of religion.  

3. Students will complete a Section A analysis 

of Confession or Ambulances  

 

Students will apply and demonstrate ability to 

analyse a theme in a Unit 2 Section A past paper. 

 Success Criteria: 

 

APP 

Unit 2: Section A 

(40 marks, 40 min time allowance) 

 

Re-read 'Ambulances'. Explore how 

Larkin presents mortality. 

OR 

Re-read 'Confession'. Explore the ways in 

which Duffy portrays religion.  

Homework LP4 1 

 

 

 

Use the Revision Checklist 

sheet to ensure all poems 

studied previously are 

annotated and up-to-date. 

LP4 – Week 2 Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Students will be able to explore the various 

presentations of love across the collection of 

Mean Time such as Adultery and Valentine 

using critical opinions from Katherine Viner. 

2. Students will analyse An Arundel Tomb and 

make judgements on Larkin’s outlook 

throughout The Whitsun Weddings on hope 

and love by applying a 1981 interview to his 

poetry. 

 Success Criteria: 

 

An ability to express how literary context 

and previous work can influence the 

writing and reading of poetry. 

  

Homework LP4 2 

 

Complete the assessment 

self-reflection sheets and 

respond to feedback to 

improve mark. 

LP4 – Week 3 Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Students will be able to discuss the use of 

the persona in Duffy’s Café Royal and 

demonstrate an understanding of how 

historical contexts can influence poems. 

2. Students will explore the political backdrop 

of Duffy’s Fraud and how Duffy’s 

‘ventriloquism’ can lead the creation of a 

political statement  

 Success Criteria: 

 

An ability to articulate the thoughts 

and feelings of personas within 

poems, how they are distinct 

from those of the poet and how poets 

use them to explore certain ideas. 

Homework LP4 3 

 

Read the prereading on Oscar 

Wilde ahead of the lesson on 

Café Royal and the pre-

reading on Robert Maxwell 

ahead of analysing Fraud. 

LP4 – Week 4 Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Students will understand how to plan a 

Section B essay through completing 

collaborative exercises.  

2. Students will complete a Section B past 

paper exam question comparing how Larkin 

and Duffy criticise society in their poetry or 

how they explore the past in their 

collections. 

 

Students will apply and demonstrate ability to 

analyse a theme across two texts in a Unit 2 Section B 

past paper while exploring the influence of contexts 

and the interpretation of critics. 

 

 Success Criteria: 

APP 

Unit 2: Section B 

(80 marks, 1hr time allowance) 

 

“Their attitudes towards society are 

critical, almost cynical”. Explore 

connections between how Larkin and 

Duffy write about society. 

OR 

“In the work of both poets, there is a 

strong sense of the past.” Explore the 

ways in which Larkin and Duffy write 

about the past. 

Homework LP4 4 

 

 

LP4 – Week 5 Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Students will analyse their own response to 

the comparison questions using model 

answers and will make improvements on 

their own work based on feedback. 

2. Students will analyse the theme of hope and 
exploration in Duffy’s Away and See.  

 Success Criteria:  

 

To be able to analyse work and progress 

based on personal scrutiny. 

  

Homework LP4 5 

 

Mind map themes explored 

across the two collections. 

   SUBJECT: ENGLISH LITERATURE    Year 12 Unit 2: Larkin and Duffy 

LP4 – Advanced Information and Exam Skills 

 

 

APP 

Mark: 

 

/40 

APP 

Mark: 

 

/80 



 
 


